
March 24, 2020 
 
Dear Upper School Families,  
 
We hope that you are all doing well as we all learn to settle into this new routine. This is certainly 
not the Spring Break we all imagined having! 
 
As you are already aware, the plan is that once we “return” to school next week and after two 
days of preparation and practice, we will be engaging in online learning with your children. 
Taking cues from many other schools that have already started this process, we will clearly need 
to be patient with each other and maintain a spirit of cooperation and exploration as we inevitably 
adjust our online-learning structure and content in these early days. Our aim for April 1 to April 10 
is to strike a balance between synchronous and asynchronous learning  that establishes a routine 1

and ongoing social connection while also providing opportunities for offline, independent work.   
 
Here is what you can expect for next week, along with notes for how you can help your child 
prepare:  
 
Special note: This schedule pertains only to students in Grades 9–11 as our seniors are in a 
different circumstance right now and don’t have available classes to rejoin. We will be sending 
another note a little later with our ideas for keeping the seniors engaged during this challenging 
time. 
 
Monday, March 30:  
 

● The teachers will have a work day to prepare for the rest of the week, so this is a great 
time for one final test of all the technology that will be involved.   
  

● Google Meet and Zoom will be the two most common tools that teachers use to connect 
virtually, so please take the day to check that your child has access to both and knows 
how to log in. You can find video tutorials at our BB&N Online Learning Hub. 
 

● Please take the time today to review the norms that we will share later this week 
regarding how to behave at one’s best while attending a virtual learning class.   

   

1 Synchronous refers to learning in real time; it typically would take place through a video conferencing 
tool like Zoom or Google Meet and it includes the ability for a teacher and students to interact with each 
other as the class is taking place. Asynchronous means that students have the ability to engage with the 
learning assignment in a time and location of their choosing, typically working toward a deadline 
previously established by the teacher. 

https://conta.cc/33HXu7S
https://conta.cc/33HXu7S
https://conta.cc/33HXu7S
https://sites.google.com/bbns.org/onlinelearninghubfamilies/home


Tuesday, March 31: 
 

● This day will serve as a “dress rehearsal” for Wednesday’s school day; it will run online 
from approximately 8:00 a.m. to 11:45 a.m. 
 

● Each class will be only 10–15 minutes in length so that the teacher can check in with 
students and outline a general plan for days ahead. 
 

● Schedule (Tuesday only): 
○ 8:00 a.m.     Virtual Advisory meeting: Check in to see how everyone is doing and 

to run through the schedule for the rest of the day 
○ 8:30 a.m.       A Block 
○ 9:00 a.m.       B Block 
○ 9:30 a.m.       C Block 
○ 10:00 a.m.      D Block 
○ 10:30 a.m.      E Block 
○ 11:00 a.m.       F Block 
○ 11:30 a.m.       G Block 

 
● Any technology issues should be surfaced and reported to OnlineLearningHelp@bbns.org 

on this day so that we have time to address them and help, if possible, before 
Wednesday’s classes. 

 
Wednesday, April 1 - Friday, April 10 
 

● Students follow their individual daily schedule as if they were on site. This means that if a 
student has a class in G block, for example, they should be prepared to check in with their 
teacher at the regularly scheduled time for G block on Wednesday (in this case, 8:20 
a.m.), based on the directions given to them by their teacher ahead of time. 
 

● Please note: Not every class will meet for the entire block for each scheduled meeting. As 
we mentioned, we are looking to find a good balance between group work/discussion 
(synchronous learning) and independent projects (asynchronous learning). As general 
guidelines to start, teachers are going to aim for holding 1–2 classes per full week with all 
students together online; the other class meeting times will be used for brief group 
check-ins or individual meetings as needed.  

 
● Students will follow their normal daily schedules. X blocks will be open for students to 

meet with each other, meet with teachers, or organize club meetings.   
 

● Note: On Friday, April 3, we will start the day with advisory meetings at 8:00 a.m. so that 
advisors and advisees can connect within that familiar grouping and share how everything 

mailto:OnlineLearningHelp@bbns.org
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is working so far. Advisors may also begin doing one-on-one conferencing to discuss 
course planning for next school year. 
 

● Also on Friday afternoon, Dr. Price will be running a conference meeting for students 
asking for feedback on how the online learning is going from the students’ perspective. 
Given that this is a new experience for all of us, we will be eager to have the students’ 
feedback to combine with that of the teachers to assess how we might best proceed. 
Should we need to modify our daily schedule based on the feedback we receive, we will 
do so and be in touch again. 
  

Best, 
 
Geoff Theobald 
Upper School Director 
 
 
 
 
 


