
ONLINE LEARNING NEWSLETTER for Lower School Families 
Issue #1—Let's Get Organized! 

 
 
March 24, 2020 
 
Dear Lower School Families,  
 
We hope this message finds you well. You have been in our thoughts since the last time we saw 
you before spring break. We hope that you have been able to settle into the rhythm of our 
collective “new normal” and have found new and creative ways to enjoy the break together as a 
family. It’s safe to say that we all feel a bit off-kilter right now given this time of uncertainty. We 
are all finding ways to adjust while still holding onto the things that feel most imperative, namely 
our social connections with friends and family. For this reason, we are especially looking forward 
to welcoming you back, albeit in a virtual manner.  
 
As you are already aware, the plan is that once we return from spring break, we will be engaging 
in online learning until April 13th, with the possibility of that extending even further. We have a 
comprehensive plan in place that will ease our Lower School community into an online 
environment. We expect this plan will evolve as we learn more about the various platforms that 
we intend to use, and as we better understand how students and faculty members experience 
our online learning protocol. 
 
As we move into online learning we will be communicating regularly through an Online Learning 
Newsletter for Lower School families. Our newsletter will be housed on the BB&N Online 
Learning Hub for Families (Just search for the Lower School tab and click!). We will share 
important information regarding Lower School procedures for online learning, any updates as 
they occur, and resources for families and students during a time of physical distancing. 
 
The purpose of today’s newsletter is to give you a broad overview of what you can expect from 
online learning at the Lower School and what you should do as a family to prepare for success.  
 
When will online learning begin? 
Online learning will begin on Wednesday, April 1. Our faculty will utilize March 30 and 31 for 
planning, as they finalize preparations for online learning.  
 
What will my child’s academic schedule look like? 
We strongly suggest that students engage in BB&N work from the times of 8:00 AM through 
12:00 PM.  We do not expect however that students will be working for four continuous hours. For 
the first two weeks the Lower School will engage in “asynchronous” learning—students engaging 
in learning at different times and locations. The amount of daily time spent engaging in 
schoolwork during this time period will vary by grade level.  
 

https://sites.google.com/bbns.org/onlinelearninghubfamilies/home
https://sites.google.com/bbns.org/onlinelearninghubfamilies/home


The start of each day will proceed as follows: 
1. Students will receive a warm greeting from their classroom teachers in the form of a 

“morning message,” much as they would normally see on a regular school day.  
a. Gr. B-2 students will receive the daily message through their parents’ email.  
b. Gr. 3-6 students will receive the daily message through their BB&N student email. 

Grades 4-6 students know how to log into their email. We will communicate later 
about Grade 3 logging in. 

2. In the email, there will also be a link to a Google Doc where students will be able to view 
their daily schedule with individual lessons and activities.  

3. Lessons and activities will have a clickable link that will take the student to that particular 
assignment.  

 
Lower School teachers will use familiar and predictable structures to meet the needs of their 
students and are being thoughtful and intentional in how they scaffold a continuation of learning. 
Teachers will use the following guiding questions as they plan assignments: 

1. Where am I currently in my curriculum and how can student learning continue or skills be 
maintained? 

2. What skills are students expected to develop over this upcoming 8-day period? 
 
 

Beginners & Kindergarten Daily Academic Schedule 

PE (stretching/Yoga) 

Students/Families choose activities from a comprehensive list  

Special 

Breathing/Meditation 

Parent helps their child post to the Community Board 

 

 

Grades 1 & 2 Daily Academic Schedule 

PE (stretching/Yoga) 

ELA  

Math 

Special 

Breathing/Meditation 

Parent helps their child post to the Community Board 



 
 

Grades 3-5 Daily Academic Schedule 

PE (stretching/Yoga) 

ELA  

Math 

Special 

Breathing/Meditation 

Community Board Post 

 
 

Grade 6 Daily Academic Schedule 

PE (stretching/Yoga) 

ELA 

Math 

Social Studies 

Special 

The Musical 

Breathing/Meditation 

Community Board Post 

 
*While the integrity of the schedule will stay the same, there may be some adjustments prior to online 
learning going live on April 1.  
 
What does my family need to do to prepare for the transition to online learning? 
As a family, we suggest you do the following to prepare for a successful online learning launch 
with your child: 
   



 

Do Now: 

❏ Establish a daily routine for engaging in the learning experiences (e.g. 8:00am start)  
❏ Find a comfortable, distraction-free place in your home where your child can work 
❏ Make sure your child has access to an electronic device (tablet or computer) and you 

have internet connectivity in your home.  
❏ If your child is using a tablet, download the following applications onto your child’s 

device: Zoom, Google Drive, Google Docs, Google Classroom, Google Slides, Google 
Mail. 

❏ Establish beginning and end-of-day check-ins with your child 
❏ Review the Student and Family Roles & Responsibilities with your child (see below) 

 
What are the ongoing roles and responsibilities for myself and my child? 
Starting on Day 1, routines for both the child and the family are going to be foundational to online 
learning success. The tables below will help your family establish routines for this success. 
Without an established routine, even the best plan will not be successful.  

In addition to the tables below, the document titled, Online Learning Success: Guidelines for 
Families, is a useful resource that supports families in transitioning to online learning. 

 

Student Roles & Responsibilities for Online Learning 

❏ Establish a daily routine for engaging in the learning experiences (e.g. 8:00am start)  
❏ Find a comfortable, distraction-free place (if possible) in your home where you can work 
❏ Check email daily to learn about your assignments for the day  
❏ Complete all daily assignments 
❏ Put forth your best effort 
❏ Abide by our School Technology Policy regarding responsible online conduct 
❏ Do your best to meet deadlines 
❏ Communicate with your classroom teachers and the learning support team as needed  

 

Family Roles & Responsibilities for Online Learning 
Because of the age of our children, we ask that families play a significant role in ensuring that their 
children stay ahead of the learning and reach out proactively should they run into any challenges.  

❏ Establish routines and expectations for your child 
❏ Help them create a comfortable, distraction-free place to work 
❏ Establish beginning and end-of-day check-ins with your child 
❏ Monitor communications from the School and your child’s teachers 
❏ Partner with your child’s teachers and reach out should any challenges arise 
❏ Help your child to plan out their work for the day and check in to keep them focused 

and on task 
❏ Help your child “turn work in” through the channels laid out by the teacher 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1Q6az5SdqwjB1WoI2fB3hkuygbNNzan3l8XBRKaiT_6A
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1Q6az5SdqwjB1WoI2fB3hkuygbNNzan3l8XBRKaiT_6A
http://www.bbns.org/academics/technology-use-policy


❏ Take an active role in your child’s learning and assist them in walking through 
instructions when needed 

❏ Provide opportunities for your child to play and move outside 
❏ Take advantage of opportunities to engage your child in the arts or other creative 

pursuits 
❏ Be mindful of your child’s physical and emotional health 
❏ Reach out to counselors, learning support, etc. as needed 
❏ Set clear rules around using technology for social interactions and monitor their usage 
❏ Be a calm presence for your child 
❏ Be a supportive partner of teachers and the School  

 
How will my child “see” their community? 
There is no doubt that physical distancing is going to be felt by a lot of our students. We feel it is 
important that students know that they still have a community. They need a sense of normalcy. 
During this two week period, students will have the opportunity to Zoom and stay in community 
with their homeroom teacher and peers. We have also created a Lower School Community Board 
where students will be able to share something positive with the whole LS community and read 
posts from their peers.  
 
As a community, we are experiencing online learning for the first time. Everyone will need 
guidance and even the most well-intentioned will struggle to get up and running. This is new 
territory for all of us. While there is always more that can be done, starting simple by establishing 
basic daily routines in our homes is key to setting a foundation for families, students, and faculty. 
We have a solid plan in place that we are confident in and using these first two weeks as a 
runway will ensure future success if we need to extend beyond April 13.  
 
Please know that the BB&N team is working non-stop to make the transition to online learning as 
smooth as possible for our students and our families. Marissa and I will be sure to provide you 
with more in-depth information regarding the online learning plan and the logistics needed to 
navigate shortly. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Anthony Reppucci 
Lower School Director 
 

Marissa Clark 
Lower School Assistant Director 

 


