
Parental Consent Form                       Bivouac 2018 
 

     

 

    

 
The purpose of this consent form is to describe some of the activities in which your child will participate during the Bivouac 
Program and to obtain the necessary authorization from you for your child's participation in this program. Full participation in 
the Bivouac experience is an integral and required part of the Grade 9 curriculum at BB&N. It is therefore a requirement for 
promotion to Grade 10. 
 
BB&N prides itself on its safety record in this program. Staff members receive training from David Strodel, Ninth Grade Dean 
and Bivouac Director. A registered nurse is on-site for the entire program. In addition, the School has an established relationship 
with local hospitals and with an EMT who lives in close proximity to the Bivouac location. 
 
Although BB&N takes every reasonable precaution, parents should understand that the Bivouac Program, like all wilderness 
experiences, presents inherent risks. During Bivouac, students engage in a number of activities such as hiking Mount 
Monadnock, digging latrines, using a saw and axe to cut and split firewood, building campfires, scaling a climbing wall, 
participating in a high-ropes challenge course, carrying water jugs, and other strenuous activities. 
 
All of these activities involve, to varying degrees, some elements of risk. For example, when students scale the climbing wall, 
they are “on belay,” meaning that they are attached by rope to a specially trained staff member on the ground. There have been 
situations in other programs in which individuals have been injured on climbing walls. Similarly, although Mount Monadnock is 
the second most-frequently climbed mountain in the United States, it is a strenuous hike and involves a significant amount of 
physical exertion. Likewise, despite BB&N’s efforts to train students in the safe use of tools, such as saws and axes, such tools 
are potentially dangerous, and accidents can occur. 
 
With respect to swimming, parents should understand that BB&N will provide supervision from adult staff and junior guides 
who have certification in lifesaving. However, if your child is not a swimmer or has limited swimming ability, it is also important 
that you bring that information to the attention of Mr. Strodel or make note of it in the “Comments” section of this form.   
 
Students will be transported to and from New Hampshire by the School’s transportation providers. However, there may be 
occasions when it is necessary for a student to travel in a staff automobile with a staff member (for example, to visit a doctor). 
 
As set forth above, BB&N does have a nurse on duty during the Bivouac Program. However, the nurse will not be present with 
the students at all times. A parent should understand that most, but potentially not all, staff members who will be present with 
their child during Bivouac are certified in first aid or CPR. Again, if your child possesses any type of physical condition that 
could be affected by physical exertion, it is important that you bring this information to the attention of the Upper School Nurse 
and Mr. Strodel so that BB&N can determine what additional accommodations may need to be provided in order to make the 
Bivouac experience safer. 
 
It is also extremely important that you identify in the school-wide online medical information (accessed via the Parent Portal on 
the School’s website) any allergies your child may have and, in particular, any prescriptions (e.g., Epi-pen) he or she has for this 
allergy. If your child has been prescribed an Epi-pen, you should be aware that he or she might not be able to self-administer the 
Epi-pen in the event of an allergic reaction. Thus, it is critical for BB&N to know this information in advance in order to address 
emergencies and share it with the Bivouac staff.           
         
It is also important that you identify on Health Forms Online, accessed through the BB&N Parent Portal, all other medication 
that your child takes. Since Bivouac is an overnight wilderness experience, it is BB&N's policy that all prescription medication 
must be secured by the Bivouac Nurse in a locked storage box. Medications will be administered by the nurse, or, alternatively, 
the nurse will provide sufficient amounts of the medication to your child for self-administration. It is a School policy that 
medication should not be kept in the possession of individual students. Please be assured that BB&N will do everything possible 
to keep confidential the nature of the medication, but it is important that all parents follow the above policy. 



During Bivouac, your child will be asked if he or she wishes to participate in a solo camping experience. Students participate in 
an afternoon course on low-impact camping and are explained the goals of the solo program. They are then asked to decide 
whether they would like to participate in the solo program the following day. When a student is soloing, he or she is provided 
with the necessary equipment and some food, taken to a designated area by a BB&N staff member, and shown how to get back 
to the main camp and sign in with a staff member the following morning. BB&N stresses that soloing is completely voluntary. 
However, should you believe that your child is not prepared for this experience, you should comment on this in the section 
provided below. To date, BB&N has had no incident in the Bivouac Program with students becoming disoriented or getting lost 
from a solo, but again, there are inherent risks with this type of experience. 
 
The above information should not be considered to be a complete description of the Bivouac Program; additional information 
about Bivouac is contained in the General Information document and on the Bivouac page on the School’s website. Should you 
require further information about the program, you should also feel free to consult with Mr. Strodel or any member of the 
Bivouac staff. They will be pleased to answer your questions. 
 
Consent to Participate 
 
I/WE, the parent(s) of ___________________________________________________, having read and understand this form, 
hereby authorize our child to participate in the BB&N Bivouac Program. I/WE understand that I/we have been given the 
opportunity to list any concerns and/or comments in the space provided below or by communication with the Bivouac 
Director.  I/WE also agree to comply with BB&N policy regarding identification of my child's prescription medication and 
allergies, as set forth in the Parent Portal on the School’s website, and with the Bivouac's policy of forbidding student use of cell 
phones, iPods, or other electronic devices during the trip. 
 

Waiver, Release, and Indemnity Agreement 

In consideration for permitting the student named above to participate in the above described activity, I, for myself, my child, 
(and my spouse), as the parent or legal guardian of the student named above, hereby voluntarily release, discharge, waive and 
relinquish all claims that each may have against Buckingham Browne & Nichols School (BB&N), its officers, agents and 
employees, arising out of or in any way related to the above described activity, including but not limited to, claims for bodily 
injury, personal injury, emotional distress, property damage, or wrongful death occurring to the student arising out of the stated 
activity.   

The student and the parent(s)/guardian(s) further agree that in the event any one of them makes a claim against BB&N, its 
officers, directors, trustees, employees or agents, arising out of or in any way related to the above described activity, including 
but not limited to a claim for bodily injury, personal injury, emotional distress, property damage, and/or wrongful death arising 
out of or participation in the activity, then such student, parent and/or guardian shall defend, indemnify, and hold harmless 
BB&N, its officers, agents and employees, from said claim(s). 

The parent(s)/guardian(s) acknowledge that they have read this "Waiver, Release, and Indemnity Agreement" and are aware of 
the legal consequences of signing this binding document. 

 
Parent/Guardian Signature: ______________________________________________________ Date: __________________ 
 
Comments: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please indicate here_________ if wish your son or daughter to return home from Bivouac to observe Rosh Hashanah. 
 


