
BB&N Global Competency Philosophy and Framework 

Global Education Philosophy: 

Buckingham Browne & Nichols School recognizes that it is crucial that students learn about the world, how to 
interact with it, and how to cultivate global relationships. As ideas, resources, communication, and technology are 
increasingly global, global competency is a need rather than a luxury. Tomorrow’s ever-more interdependent 
world needs thinkers that can investigate, understand, connect, collaborate, communicate, envision, and act in 
ways that transcend their local spheres.  

Buckingham Browne & Nichols School seeks to create Global Scholars who have in-depth knowledge of the world, 
its people, and the challenges it faces. BB&N Global Scholars will have the tools, knowledge, and desire to be 
actively engaged in affairs both global and local, and will in fact recognize the impact local decisions have on the 
world at large.  They will speak more than one language, have first-hand experience collaborating with classmates 
from a different context, will seek to solve authentic problems facing their local community, and will leverage the 
global community that Cambridge, Massachusetts has to offer. 

By adopting a global competency framework and emphasizing Global Scholarship, BB&N will remain a competitive 
college preparatory school. It will provide a competitive advantage compared with other schools who have not 
initiated a similar process. In addition, both the process and the product of incorporating a global competency 
framework will have the effect of unifying the school, which is currently somewhat fragmented across the separate 
campuses. 

Global Competency Framework: 

Relying heavily on the excellent research and thought-leadership of the Asia Society,1 the Task Force has created a 
framework for global competency for BB&N.  

1 Boix Mansilla, V. & Jackson, A. (2011). Educating for Global Competence: Preparing Our Youth to Engage the World. New York: 
Asia Society. 

The BB&N Global Scholar 
is a curious critical thinker 
who is interested to learn 
about people, places, 
trends, and ideas from 
near and far. 

The BB&N Global 
Scholar is 
intellectually open, 
adept at taking 
multiple 
perspectives and 
recognizes that the 
world is made up 
interconnected and 
interdependent 
systems.  

The BB&N Global Scholar has the interpersonal, 
cross-cultural, and language skills to 
communicate, collaborate, and connect with 
others, near and far, leveraging technology and 
real-life opportunities to do so. 
 

The BB&N Global 
Scholar has the 
creative capacity 
to envision, 
invent, and 
innovate for the 
future. 

The BB&N Global Scholar 
is inspired to be an active 
force in the world, solving 
local and global problems, 
and using his or her 
talents for the betterment 
of global and local society. 


