
 

 
 

It gives me great pleasure to name Wendy Svatek as the fourth recipient of The 
Jeanette Markham Master Teacher Chair at BB&N.  
 
Wendy joins former Upper School history teacher Leigh Hogan, current Lower School 
teacher Bill Hritz, and former Middle School teacher Margaret Hardy as Markham Chair 
recipients. 
  
Since she first arrived in 2001, Wendy has been a bedrock member of the Middle School 
and its science department. Her work ethic and her student-centered approach define 
the phrase “Master Teacher.” Wendy is a teacher gifted with the rare ability to set high 
expectations and challenge her students, while always finding the spark to engage and 
support all types of learners. As one colleague notes, “She forms connections with 
students that last lifetimes because her care is so genuine.”  
  
She has headed the MS Science Department since her arrival 21 years ago, and has 
further enhanced an already strong program with an unmistakable culture of excellence 
and engagement. The department under her leadership is renowned for its innovative 
units, from the roller coaster project, to Science Knight, to a study of water and water 
access that wove in beautifully with the History Department’s exploration of UN 
Sustainability Goals.  
  
Wendy is also an important leader in our overall community. She is especially worthy of 
note for having been one of BB&N’s early pioneers in seeking ways to center inclusion 
and equity in her teaching practices.   
  
In addition to all of these qualities, Wendy is highly regarded as a stellar coach, 
including at the varsity level with Girls Crew. (For the record, she was a heck of a rower 
and a skier at Harvard.) On top of this, she also somehow finds the time to serve as the 
Middle School’s scheduler, and to be both a tireless mentor and a shoulder to lean on for 
her co-workers. One of her colleagues puts it best: “Wendy is an all-star teacher, leader 
and person — without her the Middle School would be a different place.” I think all of us 
here under this tent would agree! 
  
Please join me in congratulating our new Jeanette Markham Master Teacher—Wendy 
Svatek!  
  

 

 



 

I’m very happy to announce that a member of our Middle School faculty, Lauren Hoyt, 
has been named as the next recipient of The Marian W. Vaillant Future Leader 
Instructorship.  

Lauren joins previous recipients Caitlin Drechsler and Ben Goldhaber at the Lower 
School, Christa Crewdson at the Middle School, and Alda Farlow, at the Upper School. 
  
Since joining the Middle School as a history teacher in 2019, Lauren has been a 
distinguished contributor to the campus’s curriculum, programs, and faculty. No 
stranger to BB&N, Lauren is a Class of 2008 alumna who has chosen to give back to the 
school she loved so much as a student. In addition to stellar teaching, Lauren has built 
an impressive track record as she enters the fourth year of her tenure at BB&N. 
  
- She has spearheaded the Model UN club at the Middle School, including taking the 
lead on the 8th grade Model UN simulation—a 7-week unit that requires incredible 
commitment.  
  
- She has made an impact on the athletics program as a coach of the Middle School girls 
basketball team. 
  
- Last year, during the challenge of the pandemic, she served as mentor to the Middle 
School’s Knight Corps member. 
  
- In the summertime, she also runs the Welcome Event for new 7th Graders and the 
English Language Arts Program for 6th and 7th Graders.  
  
Colleagues are quick to praise Lauren and the role she plays for students and colleagues 
at the Middle School. I’d like to share one testimonial here: 
  
“Lauren is the epitome of student-centered. When I mention her to my classes, they are 
ALWAYS like, “I love Ms. Hoyt! She’s the best!” She cares about her students and her 
colleagues and ensures that everyone feels seen and known. If a class ever needs 
coverage or a task ever needs attention, she is first to volunteer. And her passion for 
the teaching profession and the education of our future generations is apparent in 
everything she does—it is the core of who she is. Furthermore, she is an important role 
model for our students of color.” 
 
Well said! Please join me in congratulating Lauren on her Future Leader Instructorship.  
 


