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Asheber Abebe
Bus Driver
My name Is Asheber Abebe.I was born and raised in Ethiopia and I have lived in Boston for about 20+ years now. 
I had completed my High School Degree in Ethiopia and when I came to America I went to Bunker Hill for a few 
years before I had to drop out due to certain situations. I am now a Priest and Counselor at my local Ethiopian 
Orthodox Tewahedo Church and a Father of 4 children. I am very satisfied working with BB&N and want to be a 
top-notch driver for these students and get them to and from school safely. Thank you for the opportunity to 
work with you all. 
 

Kate Anderson
Pronouns: She/Her/Hers
Middle School Science Teacher
Kate has spent the past 10 years working in education and nonprofit leadership, most recently helping 
aspiring public school teachers get their teaching licenses. Prior to that, Kate worked at the Bozeman 
Field School. Kate has also served as a consultant, providing strategic and operational support to 
for-profit and nonprofit businesses. Kate began her career as a middle school teacher, and she is excited 
to get back into the classroom at BB&N. Kate is committed to creating a safe, equitable classroom 
community where students from all backgrounds can be successful. In her free time, Kate loves being 
outdoors! 



Brooke Ashley
Lesley University Intern
I graduated from The University of Rhode Island in 2020 with a BA in Psychology and a BS in Human 
Development and Family Studies. During the second semester of my senior year, I had an internship in an 
elementary school where I absolutely fell in love with a first-grade class. I had always thought about possibly 
wanting to be a teacher, and this experience sold it for me. After graduating college, I worked as a Para at 
Hingham High School with mostly freshmen, and after school, I worked as a behavior therapist. This past year I 
was a 1:1 Para in a first-grade classroom in Hingham and babysat twin kindergartners after school who I adore! 

Nathan Austria 
Preferred Name: Nate / Pronouns: He/Him/His
Middle School History Teacher
Hi! My name is Nathan (I also use Nate, really no preference!), and I am going to be a Middle School 
History Teacher this year. I'm originally from Memphis, Tennessee. I have spent some time in New 
England though as I went to Bowdoin studying History and Education and minoring in Asian Studies. 
Most of my teaching experience has been with Middle Schools and it's where I really fell in love with 
education. Outside teaching I enjoy running (training for a marathon in the winter), reading, playing 
video games, and I've recently been home brewing kombucha! Looking forward to meeting you all! 



Behnoush Bakhtari
After School Teacher
I have a background in art & architecture and have a total of 30 years of experience working as an architect for 
both large companies and at my own company. I am passionate about ancient history and archaeology. I've been 
volunteering at Harvard Museums of Science and Culture(HMSC) for the past 4 years and I'm trained in all 6 
Natural History and Peabody Museum of Archaeology & Ethnology Galleries to educate & engage visitors and 
guide school tours. Throughout my career, I have been involved with charities that benefit under-privileged kids 
and have a passion to work with kids closely as they find their way in life. 

 

Sara Bullen
Pronouns: She/Her/Hers
Lesley University Intern
My name is Sara Bullen. I graduated from Salem State University in 2008 and started a career in early 
childhood education. After more than ten years of teaching pre-k, I’m excited to join BB&N’s teacher 
residency program. I have two children of my own, ages 8 and 11. I love amphibians and reptiles… 
especially frogs! 



Paola Caballero
Upper School Substitute Arts Teacher Orchestra & Chamber Music
Paola Caballero can be seen performing and recording with the Grammy Award-winning Boston Modern 
Orchestra Project, (BMOP/sound), Odyssey Opera, and Boston Philharmonic Orchestra. As an educator, she 
divides her time between the Lexington Chamber Music Center, and Boston Philharmonic Youth Orchestra and 
is Music Director of Symphonia at Phillips Exeter Academy. She has completed her 9th season on faculty, this 
year serving as Artistic Director for “Session 4” at Point Counterpoint Music Festival. 

Michael Cadman 
Preferred Name: Mike
Middle School/Upper School Academic Support Specialist
Mike is joining the Middle School and Upper School at BB&N after working in just the Upper School 
last year. Prior to that, he interned as a School Counselor at Newton North High School. He had many 
roles at the Fessenden School and Day Camp including CIT Director, After School Coordinator, and 
substitute teacher. He coached the Varsity B Basketball team at Fessenden and Newton Metrowest. In 
his free time, Mike plays basketball in a men’s league and tries to golf as much as possible 



Kaelyn Casazza
Lesley University Intern
My name is Kaelyn Casazza, and I am currently in the Teaching Residency program at Lesley. I grew up in 
California and graduated from San Jose State University in 2020. I have always wanted to be a teacher, and I am 
excited to step foot into a classroom this year. I love being in the water, and one of my favorite things to do is 
swim in Walden Pond. " 

 

Yeimi Cespedes
Pronouns: She/Her/Hers
Kitchen/Utility Assistant
Hi! I'm Yeimi Cespedes, I'm 29 years old and I’m from the Dominican Republic.  I have been in this 
beautiful country for almost 5 years.  I am a Christian and I love God.  I have a 4 year old daughter and 
provide her a quiet life, with values.  I like to work with Children and people, helping and serving, all 
who need it.   I love natural places like beaches, rivers, and trees.  I love volleyball and sports.  My hope 
to one day speak English fluently. I also wish to be able to do beauty studies, because I love styling. 
Thank you and God Bless!



Taylor Clancy
Education Fellow (Knight)
My name is Taylor and I am going to be working in athletics and information technology as well as coaching. I 
coached lacrosse here last year and loved it! I graduated with a physical education exercise science degree and have 
spent the last few years working as a strength and conditioning coach. One of my passions is lacrosse and I love 
coaching. I currently coach for a club lacrosse team called Laxachusetts. I enjoy playing lacrosse, going for hikes, 
reading, and exploring the city. Can't wait for the year to start! 
 
 

Jennifer Cicconi
Lower School Interim RN
Jen is a Registered Nurse at Boston Children's Hospital and also volunteers as a Youth Soccer Assistant 
Coach.



Rebeca Constanza
Kitchen/Utility Assistant
I’m Rebeca Constanza, I've worked in the kitchen since January 2022 at Upper School. I like to spend my free 
time with my daughter discovering new places in the city.

 
 

Eben Cook
Education Fellow (Knight)
Hi everyone! My name is Eben, and I am a recent graduate of Bates College located in Lewiston, Maine. 
I majored in sociology and music at Bates, where I additionally worked at the circulation desk of the 
library and ran an acapella group in my free time. My extracurricular passions include listening to the 
latest hip-hop releases, as well as frantically pacing whenever the Celtics are on television. I am eager to 
immerse myself in the BB&N community, and I hope to contribute to the fostering of equitable spaces 
for students on all campuses! 



Brian Cox
Athletic Trainer 
Brian is a certified athletic trainer with over 25 years experience in the Athletic field.

 

Emily Discenza
Pronouns: She/Her/Hers
Lower School Integrated Visual Arts Teacher
I’m a visual arts teacher with a background in project-based learning and interdisciplinary curriculum. In 
my teaching, I use lots of open-ended questions, and I offer students challenges or invitations to learn 
through play. I believe that art is for everyone and I get excited about helping children develop their own 
artistic ideas and interests as both viewers and makers.



Jade DuVal
Pronouns: She/Her/Hers
Education Fellow (Knight)
Hi everyone! My name is Jade and I am from Brooklyn and just graduated from Amherst College. In my free 
time, I enjoy reading, writing, and watching the latest Netflix original. I am super excited to be an Education 
Fellow at BB&N and get to learn and join the community! 

 

Rachel Efstathion
Pronouns: She/Her/Hers
Assistant to Upper School Campus Director
Rachel joined the BB&N community in February 2022 as the assistant to the Upper School Director at 
BB&N. She has tremendously enjoyed getting to know the Upper School students, faculty, and staff. 
Rachel holds an M.Ed. from the University of South Florida and a BA in English from Temple 
University. Prior to working at BB&N, Rachel taught writing at Florida State University and spent 
significant time researching the use of e-portfolios in education. Rachel got married in June and enjoys 
reading, running, baking, and dog sitting for BB&N faculty members. 



Paul Fanfa
Maintenance Technician
Hello, my name is Paul Fanfa. I live in Cambridge and I am originally from Azores, Portugal. I have been working 
in construction for the last 22 years. In my spare time I enjoy watching soccer and spending time with my wife 
and kids watching movies.  Thank you.

 

Julia Felderman
Pronouns: She/Her/Hers
Lesley University Intern
I grew up outside of Cleveland, OH, and graduated from Carleton College in 2020. After that, I moved 
to Mount Desert Island, ME where I co-taught a mixed-age classroom (3rd-5th) for two years. I just 
moved to Cambridge and am excited to explore more! I love hiking, reading, listening to music, cooking, 
and generally being outside.



Mikayla Fier
Pronouns: She/Her/Hers
Lesley University Intern
My name is Mikayla Fier and I am so excited for this school year! I graduated from Tufts University in May, 
where I majored in Psychology and minored in Education. While at Tufts, I was actively involved in many 
organizations where I had the opportunity to work with children, such as the Jumpstart program and working 
part-time at Bright Horizons daycare. I was also previously a babysitter, an after-school mentor for 3rd graders, 
and a writing tutor in high school. Some of my favorite things outside of school include drinking coffee and 
reading. I am thrilled to begin my professional journey at BB&N and jumping right into the classroom! 
 
 
 

Christopher Flores
Preferred Name: Chris / Pronouns:  He/Him/His
Director of Admissions, Middle and Upper School
I am so excited to serve as the Director of Admissions, Middle and Upper School at BB&N. I am 
originally from The Bronx, New York, and my experiences as a first-generation college student led me to 
want to pursue my career in education. I worked for the last 11 years in college admissions, most recently 
as the Director of Admissions for Access and Outreach at Tufts University. I have also worked at 
Hamilton College, Stony Brook University, and The College of Mount Saint Vincent. I love playing 
basketball, watching rom-coms, and having picnics with my wife and one-year-old in my spare time.



Taylor Garry
Pronouns: She/Her/Hers
Lesley University Intern
I'm so excited to be at BB&N this fall. I am currently enrolled in the elementary teacher residency program at 
Lesley University. Prior to enrolling, I worked at the Boston Foundation in development and fundraising for 4 
years. I am a graduate of Colgate University and grew up outside of Boston (Natick). Despite my brief hiatus, the 
majority of the jobs I have had have been working with children– as a camp counselor, summer school teacher, 
substitute teacher, etc.– and I'm excited to be back in a classroom and working towards a professional degree
 

Amanda Goodman
Pronouns: She/Her/Hers
Lower School Beginners Homeroom Teacher
I am excited to join the BB&N Lower School in a co-teaching position! I have been an early childhood 
educator for more than 15 years and have a passion for learning with young children in Reggio-inspired 
curriculum. I love observing and documenting, listening and creating, and pushing myself to think more 
creatively, inclusively, and flexibly. In the Beginners classroom, I am looking forward to cultivating 
classroom community and identity. Outside of the classroom, I am raising three daughters and live in the 
South End. I enjoy hiking, being in the snow, cooking, coffee, and mysteries! 
 



Nakia Green
Pronounced: Nik-kee-yah /  Pronouns: She/Her/Hers
Human Resources Recruitment Manager
A true Cantabrigian, I’ve lived in Cambridge Massachusetts my whole life and worked a majority of my career in 
the Higher Education space at Harvard University, MIT and edX.  I continued my professional journey at BB&N 
in January 2022.  I am passionate about education and the opportunities and it provides for all who seek it.  I 
have two amazing children who keep me busy in my spare time. 

 

Jack Hill
Pronouns:  He/Him/His
Upper School History Teacher
Jack Hill is the founder and facilitator of National Anti Racism Teach-In, a national anti-racist 
conference and global movement designed to identify, analyze, and challenge racism and white 
supremacy. Jack is a nationally recognized diversity consultant, facilitator, educator, writer, and child 
advocate. He is a former instructor and Assistant Head of School at Cambridge Friends School. Jack 
holds degrees from Frostburg State University, Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore, MD, and 
Middlebury College in Middlebury, VT



Talayah Hudson
Pronounced:Tuh-LAY-yuh / Pronouns: She/Her/Hers
Upper School English Teacher
By way of San Francisco, I will be joining BN&N as an Upper School English Teacher. This past year, I have been 
serving as a Teaching Apprentice in South Berwick, ME. Professionally and academically, I am interested in 
raciolinguistics, hip-hop literacy, culturally relevant and sustaining pedagogies, and youth participatory action 
research. In addition, I enjoy baking, cooking, reading, and traveling in my free time. So far, I have visited 
twenty-two countries and am eager to explore more. So excited to be joining the BB&N community! 

Cayes Jarda
Pronouns: Cayes/They/He
Upper School Learning Specialist
I absolutely love to teach and learn with the people around me. I started working in schools when I was 
in high school, and never stopped! I went to circus camp as a child and that experience really shaped my 
personality. I always wanted to be a cruise director, had the chance and then Corona hit! I love to cook, 
sing, and dance! In my downtime, I drive my chalk car around town spreading art and love one piece of 
chalk at a time. Let's learn! 



Nathalia Jimenez
Pronouns: She/Her/Hers
Middle School Counselor
Hi everyone my name is Nathalia Jimenez and I will be stepping into the Middle School Counseling role at 
BB&N. I'm originally from Colombia and was raised in South Florida. I've always known I've wanted to work in 
the mental health field since I was in High School, and this shaped my professional journey with my Bachelor's in 
Behavioral Healthcare and my Master's in Social Work. I moved to Boston in 2019 to pursue my masters and 
decided to stay here after graduation. During my free time, I enjoy reading books, listening to podcasts, and 
spending time with my loved ones. I look forward to meeting everyone and being a part of this community! 
 

 
Jessica Keimowitz
Preferred Name: Jess / Pronouns: She/Her/Hers
Upper School Campus Director
After college, I worked for 6 years in college admissions and college counseling and then went to 
graduate school to study education leadership. In 2004, I started working at Dana Hall School as a 
college counselor and social studies teacher. In 2006, I became the Upper School Director at Dana Hall 
and held that job until the summer of 2022. I love working with high school students; their energy, 
enthusiasm, and humor help to fuel my work. I also love working with adults in schools, and I am 
excited to begin this work at BB&N! 



Maggie Kelleher
Pronouns: She/Her/Hers
Upper School Librarian
Maggie spent the first 4 years of her life in South Africa before moving to Maine. She relocated to Massachusetts 
for college over 10 years ago and never left! She holds a B.A. in History from Gordon College and an M.S. in 
Library and Information Science from Simmons University. Most recently, she served as the Library Media 
Specialist for Revere High School. Prior to becoming a librarian, Maggie worked for several years in higher 
education. Outside of the library, Maggie enjoys reading (of course), traveling, and performing with local theater 
companies. 

 
Benjamin Kelly
Preferred Name: Ben / Pronouns: He/Him/His
Education Fellow (Knight)
My name is Ben Kelly and I am a recent graduate of Syracuse University. I grew up on the St, Regis 
Mohawk Reservation in northern New York. I value family and community, as well as forming new 
relationships. I am an avid Celtics and Red Sox fan. I look forward to becoming a part of the BB&N 
community. 



Christopher Kelly
Preferred Name: Chris / Pronouns: He/Him/His
Security Associate
Lifelong resident of Cambridge. Graduated from Matignon High School and the Harvard of the North Shore 
(Salem State University). I am divorced and have three children. I now happily live in Walpole.
 
 

Meredith Kenny
Pronouns: She/Her/Hers
Education Fellow (Knight)
My name is Meredith Kenny and I'm originally from Phoenix, AZ. I graduated from Connecticut 
College in 2021 with a BA in Human Development and Psychology. During my time there I competed 
on the women's tennis team and sang in an Acapella group. I spent the last year teaching and coaching 
tennis at independent schools in Newport, RI. I'm so excited to be moving to Boston this year and 
beginning my professional experience as an Education Fellow at BB&N! 



Romelse Kenol
Bus Driver
My name is Romelse, I am a Haitian American immigrant and a graduate of West Roxbury High School. I 
worked as a school bus driver over twenty years ago and later worked as an independent contractor. During the 
Covid-19 Pandemic, I made the decision to return to work as a school bus driver and help with the school bus 
driver shortage. 

Julia Kobus
Pronouns:  She/Her/Hers
Upper School Associate Director of College Counseling
I have been working in the college admissions world since I graduated from Washington University in St. 
Louis with a double major in History and African & African American Studies. I worked in college 
admissions at Wash U before moving to the high school side where I have worked as a college counselor, 
history teacher, dorm parent, coach, and advisor at Pomfret School, Worcester Academy, and most 
recently, the Governor's Academy. At Governor's I also served as the Student Diversity Coordinator in 
the Office of Multicultural Education, so I am looking forward to supporting important DEI work at 
BB&N. 
 



Christian Lessage
Technology Support Specialist
Hello, my name is Christian Lessage. I am 24 years old, and I've lived in Cambridge all my life. Currently studying 
in network technology administration and will graduate from Bunker hill community college this fall. I love 
photography and traveling.

 

Marisol Martinez
Lower School Spanish Teacher
I have a strong commitment to teaching and believe in progressive, developmentally, aligned models of
teaching. At my most recent work as a Spanish Teacher, I integrate arts by implementing and 
incorporating multiple music classes into curricula to immerse students in Spanish. I also encourage and 
inspire students to participate in the classroom through role play, dialogue, games, reading and music 
that are current and relevant.



Michael Massicotte
Preferred Name: Mike
Special Projects Manager
Mike began his career building financial and risk management capabilities for Harvard Management Company, 
Harvard University’s endowment management team. Subsequently, he founded two organizations with Harvard 
colleagues managing assets for nonprofit clients with a focus on long-term performance, sustainable energy, and 
environmental conservation. Mike went on to be Director of Finance and Administration for Tufts University’s 
New Entry Sustainable Farming and the Director of Finance and Operations at the Waldorf School at Moraine 
Farm. Mike lives in Weston and enjoys spending time with his three children, golfing, and skiing. 

 
Laura Matthews
Pronouns:  She/Her/Hers
Upper School Science Instructure
I am a new biology instructor for the upper school, recently transitioning from higher education.  I am a 
Biological Anthropologist by trade, I have spent the last few years teaching a lot of Human Evolution 
and Primatology.  I have a special love for tarsiers and science memes.  My most prized possessions are 
when my students memed me.



Dawn McGrath
Pronouns: She/Her/Hers
Health & Wellness Education Teacher & Curriculum
I consider myself a professional student as well as an educator. My curiosity and love of learning sustained a 
unique career path where I have been grateful to wear many hats in 22 years. From school clerk to support staff, 
teacher to administrator, and founder to author, I carry these diverse hats and value each perspective. I believe 
relationships, belonging, and community has a powerful impact on personal growth and quality of life. I love 
authentic human storytelling. I read memoirs, watch documentaries, and embrace an opportunity to listen to 
and learn from another’s lived experiences.

 

Elaine McNeil-Girmai
Pronouns: She/Her/Hers
Director of Teaching Training Institute
Elaine McNeil-Girmai is excited to join the BB&N community after working previously as an 
elementary teacher, coach, and principal. She holds a B.A. from Boston College in English and Sociology 
with a minor in Black Studies, a M.Ed. from UMASS Boston, and Ed.D from Loyola Marymount 
University in Educational Leadership for Social Justice. Her dissertation was the catalyst for her interest 
and focus on teacher training as well as cultural competence and family engagement. She has worked in 
and around Boston, Los Angeles, and Brooklyn in a variety of school structures and higher education 
over the last twenty years.



Katherine Meehan
Prefered Name: Katy / Pronouns: She/Her/Hers
Admissions Counselor
Former Educational Support Associate Katy is returning to BB&N and joining the Admissions team as an 
Admissions Counselor. She graduated from Saint Anselm College, majoring in Communication with a Web 
Design emphasis and serving as a four-year member of the Women’s Ice Hockey team at Saint Anselm. As a 
Knight, she conducted weekly interviews and coached middle school field hockey in the Fall, Middle school and 
varsity ice hockey in the winter, and middle school and varsity lacrosse in the spring. Katy is excited to be back 
with the BB&N community.

Naomi Muller
Pronounced: Nomi / Pronouns: She/Her/Hers
Upper School Counselor
I grew up in Toronto, Canada, and moved to the Boston area for Graduate School. I was supposed to be 
in the States for 2 years, but it has now been about 20 years! I am a Mental Health Counselor and Art 
Therapist. I speak French and I was previously working as a School Counselor and Chair of the Wellness 
Department at the International School of Boston. Prior to that, I was working as a therapist in private 
practice in New Hampshire. 



Patricia Muumba
Preferred Name: Pattie Pronouns: She/Her/Hers
Lower School Grade 1 Teacher
Architectural designer, educator, and speaker that is highly passionate about equitable education around the 
world. Supports immigrants to get acclimated to the American education system and workforce through her 
organization Engage Inspire Empower and advises schools and organizations to rethink their educational spaces 
as well as their teaching policies and practice methodologies to accommodate differences in experience, heritage, 
and learning. 
 

 

Carlie Musto
Pronouns: She/Her/Hers
Lesley University Intern
I have been teaching in Boston for 2 years since I graduated from Middlebury College with a degree in 
Psychology and Education Studies. I love reading, hiking, and exploring new parts of the city! 



Charlie Myers
Pronouns: He/Him/His
Education Fellow (Knight)
I am an outdoor enthusiast who loves anything to do with the water (Fishing, scuba diving, and water skiing). I 
have five years of experience working closely with executive leadership in the Vermont political landscape, offering 
advice and counsel. I also enjoy mentoring, coaching, and assisting at-promise youth within marginalized 
communities and young men with intellectual disabilities. 

Molly Newcomb
Pronouns: She/Her/Hers
Lower School Grade 4 Homeroom Teacher
As an educator, I am passionate about EL Education because it allows me to design real learning 
experiences for students through authentic community connections, service, and getting outside into the 
natural world. I work hard to instill a sense of belonging and build a strong classroom 
culture/meaningful relationships through CREW, patience, love & acceptance. Outside of school, I love 
to spend time with my family and friends...especially my Granny. I enjoy going for runs, hiking, 
spending the day on the beach, reading a good book, and browsing through record stores. 



Daisy Ozuna
Kitchen/Utility Assistant
My name is Daisy and I’m from the Dominican Republic.  I started at BB&N at the Middle School, and I am 
now at the  Upper School. 
 

Linda Perrotti
Controller
Linda comes to BB&N from the Maimonides School where she spent just shy of four years as their 
Controller. Linda was responsible for all the schools’ financial functions. Before Maimonides, Linda 
held key roles in the private sector. As a swimmer/athlete, Linda spends her free time open water 
swimming and doing other regular exercises to satisfy her passion for fitness. Beyond participating in 
sports, you’ll also find her cheering on the local teams, most notably the Bruins. Finally, Linda’s focus on 
family is so important to her and it begins with her two boys who live in New England.



Alexander Rodriguez
Pronouns: He/Him/His
Education Fellow (Knight)
This will be my first year at BB&N. I previously worked for Lawrence High School for the school year 21-22 and I 
taught Geometry. One of the most important things that I value is the desire to create and improve a craft that I 
can use to help and support others. I like using ideas and concepts from one area and applying them elsewhere. 
 

Sarah Schlein
Pronouns: She/Her/Hers
Upper School English Teacher
After living in NYC for over a decade, I'm excited to have returned to my "roots" in Massachusetts!  I 
taught middle school English for a couple of decades and am looking forward to teaching high school 
students at BB&N.  I'm passionate about social justice and am thrilled to teach at a school that 
prioritized DEI.



Elizabeth Schmucker
Preferred Name: Ellie / Pronouns: She/Her/Hers
Upper School Mathematics Teacher
I grew up in the Philly area and then studied Mathematics and German Studies in college. (If BB&N is looking to 
add a German program, hit me up!) I then spent three years at a boarding school in western Maryland where I 
spent a lot of time learning about the drama of life as an 8th or 9th-grade boy (aka dorm duty). I'm looking 
forward to moving back to an urban area, although I will miss living 10 minutes from the Appalachian Trail!

Jay Shah
Pronouns: He/Him/His
Upper School Science Teacher
I'm from the UK and my family has roots in India and Kenya. In high school, I became impassioned 
with the earth sciences and physics and went on to university in London to study Geology and 
Geophysics. I continued those studies on to a Ph.D. studying the magnetic records of the early solar 
system carried by meteorites. For the past four years, I've been working on magnetic records of Apollo 
lunar samples around the corner at MIT. I'm excited to start at BB&N, as teaching has always been the 
thing I've enjoyed most throughout my academic career. I also enjoy music, cooking, sewing, cycling, 
hiking, picking up new hobbies, and doggies. 



Sarina Simon
Upper School Math Teacher
I am so excited to be joining the BB&N community as a teacher starting in the fall! Growing up, I participated in 
a few Culture Night events at BB&N while my sister was a student here. Last year I was an assistant varsity field 
hockey coach and look forward to continuing this position this year! Prior to coming to BB&N, I taught math at 
Lexington High School where I learned how to develop culturally responsive grading schemas and design 
engaging learning experiences. I am excited to use that knowledge and continue to develop my teaching skills 
here! 

Shawnee Sloop
Pronouns: She/Her/Hers
Upper School Librarian
I am a creative thinker and collaborator who brings humor, positivity, and kindness to every task I 
perform. I've been working in school libraries since 2019 and got my start right here at BB&N where I 
worked as the Upper School Library Assistant for two years while pursuing my Masters of Library and 
Information Science. Most recently I was the PK-5 Library Teacher at Fletcher Maynard Academy in 
Cambridge. The library is a physical and digital space that encourages joy through student choice, and 
meaningful experiences through culturally responsive teaching, and nourishes the fluency of 
21st-century literacies. 



Kathryn Smith
Preferred Name: Katy / Pronouns: She/Her/Hers
Lesley University Intern
Hello everyone! My name is Katy, and this will be my first year at BB&N. I will be a student teacher this year, and 
I look forward to finding out who my mentor teacher will be! This residency is a part of my master's program, 
which I am completing at Lesley University. This past winter I finished my undergraduate degree, so I just 
jumped right into a master's. I grew up in Massachusetts but moved around a lot in my young adult years. After a 
lot of traveling around and doing my online coursework, due to covid, I decided I would be happiest back in 
Boston. 
 

Paul Sullivan
Afternoon Maintenance Technician
My name is Paul Sullivan and I'm a carpenter who works for facilities at BB&N School. Because of my 
passion for woodworking and metal fabrication, I feel that this is the perfect career choice. I've been in 
this line of work for 10 years. Prior to that, I was in the U.S. Coast Guard for 23 years. I've lived in 
Massachusetts my whole life, growing up in Canton, and now I currently live in Norwood. I'm married 
with 2 sons, a daughter, and 2 dogs. In my free time, I like to hike and kayak the rivers of New England. 



Alyson Swarm
Pronouns: She/Her/Hers
Lower School Grade 3 & 4 Math Specialist
Over the past ten years, I've taught kindergarten, 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade, and most recently was the math 
specialist for grades K-5 at an elementary school in Dorchester. All of my experience has either been in traditional 
public schools or charter schools. This will be my first time teaching at an independent school. As an educator I 
love to think about how kids learn both on the macro level, how do students best learn math, but also on the 
personal level, how will this particular student best learn this concept. When I'm not working I enjoy reading, 
knitting, and spending time with my husband Ivan, my daughter Ellie, and our dog Stella. 

 Vasili Uspensky
Girls Varsity Soccer Head Coach & Sports Information Coordinator
Coach Uspensky arrives to BB&N with nearly 10 years of coaching experience in the NEPSAC, Ivy 
League, and ACC soccer leagues. In 2019, Uspensky was one of two coaches helping lead BC on a 
six-game unbeaten streak and entry to the NCAA Tournament. Uspensky joined the Boston College 
staff in the 2018 season after three seasons on the Harvard men's soccer staff as Assistant and Goalkeeper 
Coach. Uspensky also spent three years with The Winsor School as an Assistant Coach. In 2012, 
Uspensky co-founded the Boston Kickers, an elite, club-agnostic soccer academy aimed at developing 
well-rounded students, athletes, and citizens. Uspensky resides in Braintree, Massachusetts with his wife 
Elissa and three children Prudencia, Luca, and Leo.



Jennifer Wallace
Preferred Name: Jen / Pronouns: She/Her/Hers
History and Economics Teacher
Jen has taught in a wide range of school settings, from international schools in Lebanon and the Philippines, to 
boarding schools in Connecticut and Massachusetts. She tries to help students examine economic and political 
events through a global lens. At BB&N, she will be teaching The Making of the Modern Middle East (10th grade) 
and AP Macroeconomics (12th grade).

 

Marguerite White
Pronouns: She/Her/Hers
Upper School Art Teacher
Marguerite is an artist and writer who has spent the bulk of her career creating work on commercial waterfronts, in the US 
and Europe. Her drawing and light installations have been shown at the DeCordova Museum, Worcester Art Museum, The 
Portland Museum of Art (ME), New Bedford Museum of Art, and Boston Center for the Arts. She received her BFA from 
Rhode Island School of Design, and MFA in painting from the University of Texas, Austin. She previously ran the Art 
program at The Woodward School and taught drawing and painting at College of the Holy Cross, Clark University, and Mass 
College of Art. She will be joining the Upper School Arts department as a Painting and Drawing instructor. 
Marguerite spends as much time as possible in her studio, writing and illustrating stories with the editorial assistance of 
two budgies. She also loves to ride ferryboats, is a long-time martial arts practitioner, and plays a passable 5-string banjo. 



Clark Zhang
Pronouns: He/Him/His
Upper School Science Teacher
Clark Zhang has a BA in biology from Columbia University and an MS in medicine from Stanford Medical 
School. He has six years of teaching experience, most recently worked at Park School of Baltimore and Tower Hill 
School in Wilmington, Delaware. Clark is passionate about building caring relationships with students, giving 
students the autonomy to shape their learning process, and supporting students' emotional growth. Outside of 
work, he enjoys meditation, book clubs, writing poetry, improv, and singing. He has been an active member of 
several progressive Unitarian Universalist congregations. 
 


