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January 12, 2017

Dear members of the BB&N community,

Time has a way of creeping up on us all. It’s hard to believe it was more than 15 years ago 
that I was called to serve as Head of School at BB&N. What was a great honor in 2001 grew 
quickly into a profound and humbling privilege. BB&N is a remarkable school, and I have 
enjoyed the opportunity to work to advance its mission. So it is both with pride and no small 
amount of sadness that I write to let you know that the 2017-2018 school year, the 17th year of 
my tenure, will be my final one at BB&N. 

Many of you have heard me refer to the “messy vitality” that characterizes this great school. 
It is an attribute I love. We are always (thankfully!) striving to do better, to be better. This 
applies, of course, to our programs. But it also applies to our school culture, and the way we 
live the values that shape our community, especially academic excellence, kindness, and 
diversity. Striving to be better sharpens our focus on how to best support each student on her 
or his journey. Striving to do better frames our thinking about the future and the increasing 
need for global perspectives and understanding. It causes us to think about the physical 
spaces on our campuses and how those spaces function. During the last 15+ years, I have 
marveled at how far we’ve come in each of these arenas, and at the energy and commitment 
of my colleagues to lead these efforts. 

One of BB&N’s greatest strengths lies with the people associated with it. That strength starts 
with our stunningly dedicated faculty and staff. It includes administrative leaders whose 
knowledge and expertise are frequently sought by other institutions. It extends to engaged 
parents who year after year find ways to support activities that bring us together, and to 
alumni/ae around the world who are making a difference in their respective communities.  
It also includes thousands of people who have made BB&N a philanthropic priority. The 
financial support you have so generously provided has been crucial to the increased strength, 
growth, and success of our school.

You can see there is much for which to be grateful. But there is no question that the top of 
that list belongs to our students and the energy, enthusiasm, and talent they bring to our 
campuses each day. What an inspiring group of young people. 
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It has been such a privilege to serve as head of BB&N, and I am particularly thankful to  
the Board of Trustees for hiring and entrusting me with this position. Former and current 
trustees, especially board chairs Steve Woodsum, Laura Hodges Taylor ’74, Peter Slavin ’75, 
and Brace Young, have been important partners in this work, and I appreciate the support, 
counsel, and friendship they have given me along the way.

As I prepare to turn over the reins to BB&N’s next leader in the summer of 2018, I know two 
things. The first is that my focus for the next 18 months is BB&N: I am very committed to the 
work we will continue to do together. And the second is that BB&N’s future is bright. This 
extraordinary community has every reason to look ahead with both pride and excitement. 

Warm regards,

Rebecca T. Upham
Head of School


