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ONLINE ELECTIVES: HISTORY  
                                  Grade 12, half or full credit 
BB&N is partnering with the Global Online 
Academy, a consortium of Independent Schools 
worldwide to provide our students with the 
opportunity to enroll in online elective course and 
earn credit toward graduation. During the 2014-
2015 academic year, interested seniors will be 
permitted to enroll in one half-year or two half-year 
long electives in either History or Science (or a 
combination of either discipline). Global Online 
Academy (GOA) courses are interactive, 
instructional, and experiential. There are semester-
long options in subjects ranging from organic 
chemistry to 9/11 in a Global Context. All GOA 
courses have synchronous components (when 
students collaborate together, or work with their 
teacher, at a set time, generally using video 
conferencing software) and asynchronous 
components (students choose when to 
participate). It is important to note that GOA 
courses require the same time commitment and 
have similar workloads as any other course you 
would take at your school. Students enrolled in 
these online offerings will be required to meet with 
the BB&N GOA Site Supervisor throughout the 
duration of the course to share what they are 
studying and to remain accountable to their 
academic commitments on a regular basis. 
 

Genocide & Human Rights (Fall) 
Students in this course study several of the major 
genocides of the 20th century (Armenian, the 
Holocaust, Cambodian, and Rwandan), analyze the 
role of the international community in responding 
to and preventing further genocides with particular 
attention to the Nuremberg Tribunals, and examine 
current human rights crises around the world. 
Students will read primary and secondary sources, 
participate in both synchronous and asynchronous 
discussions with classmates, write brief papers, 
read short novels, watch documentaries and 
develop a human rights report card web site about 
a nation in the world of their choice. 
 

Applying Philosophy to Modern  
Global Issues (Fall)  
This is an applied philosophy course that connects 
pressing contemporary issues with broad-range 
philosophical ideas and controversies, drawn from 
multiple traditions and many centuries. Students 
will use ideas from influential philosophers to shed 
light on recent political events such as the global 

economic downturn and the sweeping revolutions 
of the Arab Spring, as well as new developments in 
fields as diverse as biology, cognitive science, and 
political theory. In addition to introducing students 
to the work of philosophers as diverse as Confucius 
and Martin Heidegger, this course also aims to be 
richly interdisciplinary, incorporating models and 
methods from diverse fields including history, 
journalism, literary criticism, and media studies.  
 

9/11 in a Global Context (Fall) 
September 11, 2001 was a tragic day that changed 
the world in profound ways. In this course students 
will explore the causes of 9/11, the events of the 
day itself, and its aftermath locally, nationally, and 
around the world. In place of a standard 
chronological framework, students instead will 
view these events through a series of separate 
lenses. Each lens will represent a different way to 
view the attacks and will allow students to 
understand 9/11 as an event with complex and 
interrelated causes and outcomes. Using a variety 
of technologies and activities, students will work 
individually and with peers to evaluate each lens. 
They will then explore the post-9/11 world and 
conclude the course by planning their own 9/11 
memorial. 

Global Online Academy course offerings in 
History beginning in January* include:  
 

Gender Studies (Spring*) 
This course uses the concept of gender to examine a 
range of topics and disciplines which might 
include: feminism, gay and lesbian studies, 
women’s studies, popular culture, and politics. 
Throughout the course students will examine the 
intersection of gender with other social identifiers: 
class, race, sexual orientation, culture, and 
ethnicity. Students will read about, write about, 
and discuss gender issues as they simultaneously 
reflect on the ways that gender has manifested in 
and impacted their lives.  
 

Advocacy (Spring*) 
This skills-based course will explore the creativity, 
effort, and diversity of techniques required to 
change people's minds and motivate them to act. 
Students will learn how to craft persuasive 
arguments in a variety of formats (written, oral, 
and multimedia) by developing a campaign for 
change around an issue about which they care 
deeply. We will explore a number of relevant case 

http://www.globalonlineacademy.org/
http://www.globalonlineacademy.org/
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studies and examples as we craft our campaigns. 
Units will include persuasive writing, social media, 
public speaking, informational graphics, and more. 
The culminating project will be a multimedia 
presentation delivered and recorded before a live 
audience. 

 
* Since these courses run through April, students 
are required to include their GOA course as part of 
their Senior Spring Project.  
 
Interested students must be motivated, 
independent learners capable of working within 
established timeframes to achieve curricular goals 
established by the Global Online Academy 
instructor. Exceptional time-management skills are 
essential for success in this type of course. 
Prerequisites include: successful completion of the 
science or history graduation requirements (two 
full years of study at BB&N), concurrent enrollment 
in another science or history elective, and approval 
by the Department Head. A student would be 
allowed take a GOA course as a sixth course in 
their schedule pending EPC approval. Enrollment 
is limited, and interested students are required to 
complete a short application due in March to Mr. 
Carrera (if interested in history) and/or Dr. Cataldo 
(if interested in science). 
 
 

ONLINE COURSE OFFERINGS: 
SCIENCE   Grade 12, half or full credit 
BB&N is partnering with the Global Online 
Academy, a consortium of Independent Schools 
worldwide to provide our students with the 
opportunity to enroll in online elective course and 
earn credit toward graduation. During the 2014-
2015 academic year, interested seniors will be 
permitted to enroll in one half-year or two half-year 
long electives in either History or Science (or a 
combination of either discipline). Global Online 
Academy courses are interactive, instructional, and 
experiential. There are semester-long options in 
subjects ranging from organic chemistry to 9/11  
in a Global Context. All GOA courses have 
synchronous components (when students 
collaborate together, or work with their teacher, at 
a set time, generally using video conferencing 
software) and asynchronous components (students 
choose when to participate). It is important to note 
that GOA courses require the same time  
 
 

commitment and have similar workloads as any 
other course you would take at your school. 
Students enrolled in these online offerings will be 
required to meet with the BB&N GOA Site 
Supervisor throughout the duration of the course to 
share what they are studying and to remain 
accountable to their academic commitments on a 
regular basis. 

 
Medical Problem Solving (Fall) 
In this course students will collaboratively solve 
medical mystery cases, similar to the approach 
used in many medical schools. Students enhance 
their critical thinking skills as they examine data, 
draw conclusions, diagnose, and treat patients. 
Students will use problem-solving techniques in 
order to understand and appreciate relevant 
medical/biological facts as they confront the 
principles and practices of medicine. Students will 
explore anatomy and physiology pertaining to 
medical scenarios and gain an understanding of the 
disease process, demographics of disease, and 
pharmacology. Additional learning experiences 
will include studying current issues in health and 
medicine, building a community-service action 
plan, interviewing a patient, and creating a new 
mystery case. 
 

Global Health (Fall) 
What makes people sick? What social and political 
factors lead to the health disparities we see both 
within our own community and on a global scale? 
What are the biggest challenges in global health and 
how might they be met? Using an interdisciplinary 
approach to address these two questions, this course 
hopes to improve students' health literacy through an 
examination of the most significant public-health 
challenges facing today's global population. Topics 
addressed will be the biology of infectious disease 
(specifically HIV and Malaria); the statistics and 
quantitative measures associated with health issues; 
the social determinants of health; and the role of 
organizations (public and private) in shaping the 
landscape of global health policy. Students will use 
illness as a lens through which to examine critically 
such social issues as poverty, gender, and race. 
Student work will include analytical and creative 
writing; research, and peer collaboration; reading and 
discussions of nonfiction; and online presentations. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.globalonlineacademy.org/
http://www.globalonlineacademy.org/
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Global Online Academy course offerings in 
Science beginning in January* include:  
 
Organic Chemistry in Modern Society 
(Spring*) 

This course is designed with two goals in mind, 
one pragmatic and one philosophical. 
Pragmatically it will provide an absolutely 
invaluable foundation for further studies in the 
organic chemistry field, giving students a 
significant advantage at the beginning of any future 
course. Philosophically it aims to open an infinite 
world of discovery of complex molecules, their 
properties and reactions and applications, that hold 
the keys to confronting and solving the world’s 
most challenging, future scientific problems. The 
emphasis of the course is on stimulating interest in 
organic chemistry through an exploration of the 
molecules relevant to modern life. Students can use 
this course as a springboard for further learning, as 
the beginning of a longer journey. 

 
Bioethics (Spring*) 
Ethics is the study of what one should do as an 
individual and as a member of society. In this course 
students will evaluate ethical issues related to 
medicine and the life sciences. During the semester, 
students will explore real-life ethical issues, 
including vaccination policies, organ transplan-
tation, genetic testing, human experimentation,  
and animal research. Through reading, writing,  
and discussion, students will be introduced to basic 
concepts and skills in the field of bioethics, will 
deepen their understanding of biological concepts, 
will strengthen their critical-reasoning skills, and 
will learn to engage in respectful dialogue with 
people whose views may differ from their own. In 
addition to journal articles and position papers, 
students will be required to read Rebecca Skloot's 
The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* Since these courses run through April, students 
are required to include their GOA course as part of 
their Senior Spring Project.  
 
Interested students must be motivated, 
independent learners capable of working within 
established time frames to achieve curricular goals 
established by the Global Online Academy 
instructor. Exceptional time-management skills are 
essential for success in this type of course. 
Prerequisites include: successful completion of the 
science or history graduation requirements (two 
full years of study at BB&N), concurrent enrollment 
in another science or history elective, and approval 
by the Department Head. A student would be 
allowed take a GOA course as a sixth course in 
their schedule pending EPC approval. Enrollment 
is limited, and interested students are required to 
complete a short application due to Mr. Carrera (if 
interested in history) and/or Dr. Cataldo  
(if interested in science) in April.  
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