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Buckingham Browne & Nichols Middle School provides a safe learning environment for  
middle school students by offering a dynamic program that both challenges and nurtures the 
intellectual, emotional, moral, and artistic growth of our students. We recognize that middle 
school students are in the midst of rapid and profound changes intellectually, physically, and 
emotionally and with an integrated Advisory Program, we have developed a unique program  
to meet their specific developmental needs. Our Motto: Honor, Scholarship and Kindness  
highlights the guiding principles central to our program.
 
Through thoughtful curriculum, we encourage students to develop a sense of curiosity, purpose, 
independence, and critical thinking skills. We strive to engage students in their own learning so 
they come to know and understand themselves as both individuals and members of the larger 
community and world. By learning to take risks and making mistakes, our students stretch  
themselves beyond their comfort zone and develop both courage and resilience within them-
selves. Over time, our students also work to develop skills of both self-advocacy and time  
management. 
 
Our core academic program is organized around six departments with guiding themes and goals 
interwoven throughout. In this Program Guide you’ll find detailed departmental descriptions.  
Our Advisory Program is interactive and creates opportunities for students to engage and connect 
in small groups around issues of social justice, identity development, respect, and inclusion. 
  
This BB&N Middle School Program Guide is published solely for the use of the BB&N  
community. Nothing herein may be reproduced without the permission of the publisher,  
Buckingham Browne and Nichols Middle School.
 

HONOR      SCHOLARSHIP      KINDNESS



BB&N MISSION

BB&N’s mission is to promote scholarship, integrity, and kindness in diverse, curious, and motivated students. 
The School prepares students for lives of principled engagement in their communities and the world.

BB&N VALUES

• We value a learning environment distinguished by a broad, deep, and challenging program of study that 
inspires thorough, sustained engagement among our students. 

• We value a diverse and inclusive community that fosters respect for the identities and perspectives of all. 

• We value balancing a culture of high expectations with a strong commitment to support intellectual, social, 
emotional, and physical well-being. 

• We value kindness and compassion among all members of our community. 

• We value the widespread, authentic connection with students that our teachers, coaches, and mentors  
seek to cultivate. 

• We value a program that reinforces key characteristics for 21st-century success—especially creativity,  
curiosity, resilience, and teamwork. 

• We value the importance of helping students develop keen ethical standards in their behavior,  
habits of thought, and decision-making. 

• We value a vibrant, healthy, and safe community where engagement and risk-taking promote lifelong  
learning. 

• We value encouraging our students to learn and serve in their local, regional, and global communities. 

• We value a well-rounded education that offers our students ample opportunity to explore, evolve,  
and excel in academics, arts, athletics, and all phases of school life.



BB&N MIDDLE SCHOOL 
PURPOSE AND OBJECTIVE PHILOSOPHY STATEMENT

Students at the middle school level are energetic, idealistic, and voraciously curious about ideas, limits, and 
where they fit into the world. They are poised to take on a more independent role in their education. Our aim in 
the Buckingham Browne and Nichols Middle School is to provide learning in all areas of human development 
by offering a program which pays attention to intellectual, emotional, moral, artistic and physical growth.

Our Academic Learning Environment:

We recognize that we are a small community within the larger BB&N community. Our role, as a self-contained, 
comprehensive program for seventh and eighth graders, allows us to prepare our students for the challenges 
of high school, in general, and BB&N Upper School specifically.  As the middle stage in a beginner through 
twelfth grade program, we are committed to providing high academic standards within a nurturing environment 
in which individuals and their learning styles are supported.   

We aim to: 

• Create an environment that is supportive of each individual child and comfortable for risk-taking.  
• Encourage each student to aim for his/her highest potential in every endeavor.
• Encourage active participation.
• Foster intellectual and artistic curiosity.
• Create opportunity for physical challenges within the framework of athletic teams.
• Set clear expectations while allowing flexibility for students’ choice and responsibility.
• Provide time for reflection. 
• Encourage leadership and independence.
• Help students develop self-confidence through success.
• Help students feel pride in effort as its own reward.

The Content of Our Program:

We recognize that middle school students are in the midst of rapid and profound changes intellectually, phys-
ically, and emotionally.  In order to provide opportunities for students to take advantage of the gifts unique to 
this age of transitions, we establish clear expectations and a variety of experiences and approaches to learning 
within a predictable structure.

Our program:

• Provides age-appropriate challenges.
• Provides opportunities for intellectual growth through common activities as well as individual projects.
• Provides opportunities for students to work in groups in order to learn from each other, and to be responsible 

to others.
• Provides a balance between critical thinking, skill development, exploration, and openness to new ideas and 

mastery.
• Maintains clear, high standards while acknowledging and supporting a diversity of learning styles.  
• Provides students with opportunities to demonstrate mastery of ideas in a variety of forms.
• Allows students to enjoy the challenge and fun of learning.



The School Community and Its Relationship To The Larger World:

Our program creates opportunities for students to learn about issues of fairness, justice, and their place as 
emerging adults, to stretch personal limits, and to experience the satisfaction of knowing that they have much of 
value to offer others.  

In our Co curriculum/Advisory, we provide:

• Experiences that will allow students to explore personal values and become informed decision-makers.
• Opportunities for students to explore conflict, ask meaningful questions, and advocate for themselves.
• Opportunities for students to participate meaningfully in an increasingly complex and diverse world.
  
In general, we aim to enable students to:

• Feel a sense of belonging.
• Create positive relationships.
• Explore roles of leadership and constructive citizenship.
• Feel the satisfaction of giving for its own sake.
• Develop a sense of responsibility to participate in a larger community.



ENGLISH

GRADE 7

In the seventh grade English curriculum students become increasingly aware of authors’ aesthetic critical  
choices and so become more accurate and thoughtful readers and writers themselves. Students read literature 
from a wide variety of genres, and our aim is always to examine language closely and appreciate its artistry. 
Students write frequently. We emphasize thorough creative idea development, organization, and precision of 
expression.

Skills
Students learn effective time management, notebook organization, underlining and margin noting, and they 
work on vocabulary development and grammatical analysis. Weekly assignment sheets and Power School  
websites help students organize their time and work.  Short-term assignments, frequent reading quizzes, and 
an emphasis on class participation help students to practice careful and prompt preparation. Long-term writing 
assignments and more open-ended projects allow students to explore their creativity while they learn to plan and 
execute their ideas responsibly.

Reading
Students study short stories, poems, a play, and novels. Through class discussion and activities and their own 
writing, students analyze the authors’ choices. Students practice and deepen their close reading and analytic 
skills and seek to uncover and consider underlying thematic ideas in each work. A goal is to see all abstractions 
as firmly grounded in and derived from observable specifics in the text.  In addition to close reading and  
exploration of thematic ideas, activities include frequent writing, both imaginative and analytic, and project 
work.

Writing
Students write frequently and practice their writing skills in a variety of genres, including creative non-fiction, 
memoir, poetry, and formal responses to the reading. During seventh grade we begin to lay the groundwork for 
more analytical, persuasive essays. We value precision in language, thoughtful structure, and thorough idea  
development. We also emphasize correct spelling and punctuation.  Throughout the year, students engage in 
longer writing projects including:
 

Family Sketch Album
Each student researches specific aspects of his or her family history and recreates the findings in the 
forms of stories, poems, illustrations, collages, graphics, etc. After extensive in-class workshops, stu-
dents compile the polished entries into a booklet.

The Radio Essay  
Multi-media writing project.  Students compose a digital audio narrative complete with sound effects 
and background music.  After writing a traditional personal narrative, students will use computer soft-
ware to record, edit, mix, and produce their multimedia stories.

Readings and Materials:
Semester One:
Choice of summer reading:
Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury 
Bad Boy by Walter Dean Myers
Return to Sender by Julia Alvarez



The Schwa Was Here by Neal Shusterman
and
Short Stories: Characters in Conflict, Second Edition
The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton
Sounder by William Armstrong (for some classes)

Semester Two:
Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck
A Raisin in the Sun by Lorraine Hansberry
The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros
The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian by Sherman Alexie
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time by Mark Haddon (for some classes)

Full Year:  
Grammar, Usage, and Mechanics (second course) – publisher: Holt, Rinehart & Winston

GRADE 8

Equipped with close reading skills from the seventh grade curriculum, eighth grade English students consider 
ideas in increasingly abstract terms and make exciting leaps in understanding relationships within and between 
readings.  Students learn to develop flexibility in seeing readings as discrete pieces and in making connections 
between pieces, to generalize, and to think comparatively. Through discussion, writings, and activities, students 
find parallels within literature and between these works and their own lives.  Writing assignments, which grow 
out of the ideas and artistic strategies identified in the reading, include stories, descriptive and personal  
paragraphs, analytic essays, and poetry.

Skills
To support students’ growing competence as readers and writers, we consistently reinforce study skills such  
as notebook organization, time management, vocabulary development, memorization, and underlining and  
margin noting.  Weekly assignment sheets and Power School websites help students pace their work.  Class 
time is devoted to discussion, group work, writing workshops and peer editing, acting, short writing exercises, 
grammatical analysis, and other activities that provide students with a variety of strategies to hone their reading 
and writing skills.

Themes and Connections
Our first class read is To Kill a Mockingbird. Leaving Home, an anthology containing readings in a wide variety 
of voices and geographical origins, presents themes of the journey or quest story. In the spring, students study 
the treatment of a metaphorical quest in a sustained piece as they read A Separate Peace. Each book, whether 
novel or play, is studied as the shorter pieces are in Leaving Home: as an independent work of art, as an  
exploration of its thematic relationship to other works, and for its relevance to students’ lives.

Poetry and Drama
Through reading a variety of poems and writing their own, students analyze forms, figures of speech and words 
in intense detail. Each critical word choice, line break, and figure of speech, whether in their own poetry or the 
poetry of others, reveals the potency and flexibility of language. The eighth grade also provides most students 
their first experience with studying Shakespeare. A natural extension of our study of poetry, A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream, gives students an opportunity to become adept at speaking and reading less familiar language 
and to explore Shakespeare from a range of perspectives including language analysis, characterization, staging, 
and memorization.



Writing
Students bring a natural enthusiasm to their writing of stories and poems. We hope to extend the power of the 
expression of their ideas as we introduce the beginning strategies and conventions of analytical essay writing. 
Writing assignments, whether stories, poems, paragraphs, or essays are designed to teach each student the  
potential of his or her own voice when language is used thoughtfully, effectively, and precisely. Through  
frequent assignments, including a ten-page story project, in-class workshops, revisions, as well as teacher and 
peer evaluations, students practice expressing their rich imaginations on the page.

Reading
Semester One:
Choice of summer reading:
The Help by Kathryn Stockett
Darius and Twig by Walter Dean Myers
Will Grayson, Will Grayson by John Green
The Greatest Thing Since Sliced Bread by Don Robertson
American Born Chinese by Gene Luen Yang
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time by Mark Haddon
and
To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee
Leaving Home edited by Rachman and McCampbell
 
Semester Two:  
A Separate Peace by John Knowles
A Midsummer Night’s Dream by William Shakespeare
A Selection of Short Fiction (Teachers’ Discretion)
and  
Burial at Thebes by Seamus Heaney
The Lord of the Flies by William Golding or
American Born Chinese by Gene Luen Yang
 
Full Year:
Grammar, Usage, and Mechanics (second course) – publisher: Holt, Rinehart & Winston



MATH

The math curriculum at the Middle School balances three abilities crucial to long term success in mathematics: 
making and testing conjectures, understanding and mastering algorithms, and communicating both orally and  
in writing. Students are encouraged to see math as a way of thinking about an interconnected and logically  
consistent set of relationships, rather than a random assortment of facts to simply memorize and forget.  
The curriculum is rich in open-ended problems, but even the more traditional problems are presented in such 
a way that students must use higher-order thinking skills. Students learn to evaluate multiple problem solving 
methods for effectiveness and efficiency. To bypass excessive computation and enable students to make connec-
tions between algebraic and graphical solutions, we make extensive use of the TI-Nspire graphing calculator.

All students have the opportunity to participate in the Math Olympiads during school, and an IMLEM inter-
scholastic math team Thursdays after school. In addition, all seventh grade students have the chance to compete 
in The Stock Market Game, sponsored by the Boston Globe Newspaper in Education program.

Both 7th and 8th graders use Paul Foerster’s Algebra I published by Addison-Wesley, covering the book and 
supplemental content over 2 years. We focus on the interrelations of the most important ideas of elementary 
algebra: using variables, simplifying expressions, writing and solving equations, and graphing. Students learn 
how to do traditional algebraic manipulations and problems, but also are pushed to understand why their chosen 
steps should work.

Topics include: 
• Variable expressions and equations
• Negative numbers
• Distributive property and combining similar terms
• Proportional reasoning
• Solving multi-step equations
• Surface area and volume
• Multiplying and factoring polynomials
• Graphing and solving quadratic equations
• Solving and graphing linear equations and inequalities
• Solving and graphing systems of linear equations and inequalities
• Linear regressions
• Probability and fundamental counting principle
• Properties of exponents
• GCF and LCM of variable and polynomial expressions
• Rational expressions and equations
• Radical expressions and equations

BB&N’s Middle School program includes honors level classes for our most mathematically-capable students. 
Honors classes cover the same topics, but in greater depth and complexity. Placement in both seventh and eighth 
grade is based on multiple factors. These factors include numerical measures such as placement test scores and 
semester grades. They also include holistic measures such as a teacher’s assessment of productive classroom 
participation, homework and study habits, mastery of prerequisite skills, and ability to grasp abstract con-
cepts. Final authority for placement rests with the Math Department. However, we remain flexible in our deci-
sion-making process. If appropriate, we will change a student’s placement during the school year, or between 
school years.

On rare occasions, it is appropriate for a student to accelerate through the math curriculum. This is only done 
between eighth and ninth grade with the approval of the Math Department. It involves self-directed summer 
study of school-provided materials followed by an exam before the start of the ninth grade year. Students inter-
ested in pursuing other summer math programs should discuss their plans with the math department. This will 
allow us to help select a course of study that is best for the student and least likely to create conflicts with our 
curriculum.



HISTORY 

GRADE 7

Several integrated and interrelated units comprise the study of Latin America during the seventh grade year. 
The goals of the program are to examine the elements which make up social science and history, and to develop 
relevant study skills while using Latin America as the the focus. This course begins our two-year study of the 
Western Hemisphere.

Skills:  
1. time management/organizing/sequencing
2. summarizing and reporting current events
3. basic 5 paragraph essay form
4. memorization techniques
5. identifications
6. library skills and research
7. shorthand and note-taking (Cornell & Davenport)
8. crafting a website in January, and a newscast in May

TOPICS

What Is Latin America?  
After an introduction to Latin America we discuss The Circuit , issues of immigration, and current events.  Stu-
dents learn Latin American geography – both political and physical - and examine climates, map projections, 
and map reading. 

The Country Project
Students choose countries and begin research to present their countries in different ways over he course of the 
year. Projects include, creating maps and flags, gathering and comparing social and economic data, writing es-
says, creating timelines, website construction, and the creation of a year-end newscast.

Pre-Colombian History
This unit encompasses the history of the Americas before European contact through the Age of Exploration. 
We focus on the Maya and Aztec cultures, but some attention is paid to the Olmec, Inca and Taino/Arawak.  We 
discuss the growth of these cultures before the arrival of Columbus.  A brief look at Spain follows before we 
examine the circumstances leading to the conquest of the New World.  The unit concludes with a look at initial 
European exploration.

European Contact & Conquest
Students conquest and the effects of the invasion of the New World: Columbus and the Tainos, Cortes and the 
Aztecs, Pizarro and the Incas.  We look at the themes of Colonial History and Viceregal Rule, including the 
perspectives of the less advantaged, particularly women and Native Americans. The unit ends with the study 
of independence movements: L’Ouverture in Haiti, Bolivar and San Martin in the Spanish colonies, and Dom 
Pedro in Brazil.  An in-depth study of Mexico follows, from Hidalgo in 1810 to the 1917 Revolution.

Contemporary Latin America
In this unit we review post-independence Latin America. Students learn about current issues, urban vs. rural 
lifestyles, contemporary problems, issues of economics, and Latin American relations with the United States. 
We read Among the Volcanoes, a book which illustrates the struggle of traditional society against a changing 
world.  Students examine and present a serious issue in their country at the end of May. 
 



Texts and Other Resource Materials:
The Circuit, Francisco Jiminez
Among the Volcanoes, Omar Castaneda
Sheppard Software and Nystrom Atlas 
Teacher generated materials (over 200 pages of faculty developed text)
Internet/print news reading

GRADE 8

Eighth graders examine perspective and the relationships between events in history.  The goal is to create hy-
potheses in both the written and spoken word, and to be able to support and communicate ideas persuasively. 
The study of The United States completes the students’ two year study of political and physical geography of 
the Western Hemisphere. Our study is broken into three topics: Early Settlement and Puritan culture, United 
States Government, and The Civil War.

Skills:
• recognizing bias and perspective
• supporting ideas with specifics from readings
• relating events over time and space
• debating viewpoints in class
• increasing note taking speed, accuracy and utility
• increasing and broadening memory skills
• presenting recitations and research to the class
• writing congressional bills and hypothesis-proof essays
• wrestling with current events and world issues

TOPICS

Colonial New England
Students examine evidence of the theory that the first Americans came from Asia.  We learn North American 
geography and see how climate and geography affected the cultures of early Native American groups.  Students 
then learn of conditions in Tudor England which culminated in early English settlement and created divergent 
paths within that migration.  We consider the places of Native Americans, African Americans, women and 
indentured servants in the 1600’s and early Puritan/Calvinist society.  Students read Miller’s The Crucible, visit 
Salem for a day, and relate those events to more contemporary issues. Students begin blogging about current 
events.

United States Government
Students explore the evolution of United States Government, from the break with England to contemporary 
politics and issues. We play a simulation game (“Disunia”) which uses the Articles of Confederation as rules 
for a working congress.  Students experience the need for “new rules”, i.e. The Constitution.  We examine the 
Executive, Legislative, and Judicial branches, write congressional bills, and explore the reasons for the 27 
Amendments.  A second mock Congress simulates issues of contemporary decision-making. Students choose 
and present Supreme Court Landmark Cases.

Model UN 
This unit creates a Model United Nations and brings students to grips with a variety of major issues facing the 
United States and other countries all over the world. First, students spend several days familiarizing themselves 
with both the workings of the UN and the five major topics which are the focus of the Organization. Students 
research and present these topics in small groups and are then evaluated for their knowledge of both the issues 
and their teaching in the areas of their “expertise.” Students then adopt countries and become “representatives,” 



learning about their choices demographically, geographically, economically and historically. They learn about 
the most pressing issues facing their counties and present “country reports” in essay form. Third, students are 
placed on committees, each of which chooses topics from actual lists of critical issues in the world today. Fol-
lowing the format of the actual UN, committees draft resolutions for action, present them, and vote in the final 
UN Assembly which convenes at the end of May.

Texts and Other Materials:
Binder of teacher generated readings for Colonial New England
The Crucible, Arthur Miller
The Constitution, Scott Foresman Co.
Sheppard Software and Nystrom Atlas
Materials from Model United Nations site



SCIENCE

BB&N School Science Department Objectives
The primary goal of the science program at BB&N at all levels is to give students a systematic approach to 
scientific problem solving. This is accomplished through a laboratory-based discovery approach adopted with 
the belief that insights are best developed in an experimental setting. Laboratory skills emphasize the habit of 
objectivity in observation and accuracy in data gathering and recording. Identification and control of variables, 
manipulation and presentation of data, and evaluation of the validity of experiments are emphasized as appro-
priate to the grade level. The department aims to instill in students an appreciation for science as an imaginative, 
often impassioned human endeavor. Students gain an understanding of the common atomic base yet the amaz-
ing diversity of both the natural and man-made environment. They also learn to appreciate the principles that 
help to describe the interactions of matter and energy.
 
The goals of the Middle School science program are to:
• prepare students to be scientifically and technologically literate in the wider world
• create good habits of mind (study skills)
• provide a framework to be used by students for approaching novel ideas/experiences
• make science engaging and relevant to our students
• prepare students for success in their future science classes
 
We recognize that, developmentally, the seventh and eighth grade are years when students are transitioning from 
concrete to more abstract thinking, and each student is doing this at his/her own pace. Our classes are designed 
with this in mind, and we develop our curriculum to address multiple styles of learning. We hope that students 
leaving the Middle School science program are positive, proactive, productive, confident and competent learn-
ers, who approach problems creatively, are both skilled at collaboration and self-sufficient, and are developing 
strong problem-solving skills.
 
In the Middle School, the science program familiarizes students with laboratory science skills and emphasizes 
the importance of mastering the processes, skills and vocabulary of science. Learning through hands-on experi-
ence, students develop their awareness and understanding of the basic concepts of science necessary to excel in 
higher-level science courses. With the teachers’ guidance, students learn to manage their own laboratory work, 
acquiring new lab skills and techniques while being exposed to new material. The Middle School program care-
fully prepares students to take on the challenges of the demanding Upper School courses.
 
GRADE 7

In Science 7 students explore a variety of topics from physical and natural science, each of which incorporates 
hands-on experiences, whereby students are able to investigate new topics as well as apply the skills and con-
cepts learned. Throughout the year, skills that are emphasized include safe and proper conduct in the lab, de-
tailed observation, accuracy and precision in measurement and data collection, identification of variables and 
evaluating experimental results. Students typically work with partners or in teams in order to enhance coopera-
tive learning and collaborative skills.
 
The first unit serves as the foundation for the study of science in the Middle School. Students study measure-
ments, the scientific method, graphing and data analysis. Following the format used in the first unit, students 
learn about forces, motion and energy. Various activities introduce students to the concepts. For example, 
students may build and launch straw rockets and conduct an experiment to test one aspect of rocket flight while 
studying Newton’s Laws of Motion or build on the concept of energy transfer as they learn about the physics of 
roller coasters. Where appropriate, students will also be introduced to problem-solving using physical equations. 
Design challenges are incorporated into each unit to provide students with an opportunity for creative and col-
laborative problem-solving. The year culminates with students designing and conducting independent projects 
related to concepts in forces, motion or energy.



Resource Materials:
Science 7 (Unit Packets), BB&N Middle School Science Department
Class webpages on PowerSchool
Assorted readings from e-books accessible via BB&N Middle School Library website
 
GRADE 8

Science 8 serves as an introduction to topics in chemistry: classification of matter, atomic structure, periodic ta-
ble, chemical bonding, chemical reactions, and acids and bases. It is a lab-centered program in which the exper-
iments are designed to further develop laboratory skills and techniques; more responsibility in lab management 
is given to the students, while at the same time providing evidence for the chemical nature of our world.

Accompanying each topic is an investigation or series of activities designed to showcase an application of 
chemistry. Applications include materials science, forensics, color & pyrotechnics, poisons/toxins/venoms, art 
(dyeing and fabrics), food science, and climate changes.  In the spring, students will study one of the application 
topics in greater depth and create a demonstration, model or hands-on activity that will be presented to parents 
and the BB&N community at Science Knight on  Friday, April 20 at 6:30 p.m.

Skills that are introduced and then assessed throughout the year in science include: effective classroom engage-
ment, thoughtful and thorough homework completion, processing and following directions, working inde-
pendently and in group settings, quiz/test preparation and performance, and thorough record keeping in log-
books, all of which are essential for student success.
 
Resource Materials:
Science 8 (Unit Packets), BB&N Middle School Science Department
Class webpages on PowerSchool
Assorted readings from e-books accessible via BB&N Middle School Library website



WORLD LANGUAGES

The world language curriculum at the Middle School introduces a formal program of language learning.  
In each of the two-year sequences in French, Latin, and Spanish, students complete an intense High School 
level I course. Each language is learned within a cultural context; students therefore gain understanding and 
respect for different societies, past and present.

Skills:
• seeing the patterns of language
• recognizing and understanding grammatical structure
• manipulating elements of the language to form sentences
• memorizing effectively
• understanding the essential meaning without translating every word
• recognizing meaning through cognates
• understanding the cumulative nature of language learning
 
In French and Spanish, students reach a high degree of oral proficiency, receive an in depth exposure to  
grammar and have an opportunity to read short stories. In these two languages, we place equal stress on  
understanding, speaking, reading and writing. Throughout the course, culture and civilization are stressed.
 
In Latin, students concentrate not only on formal Latin, but also on language structure in general and its rela-
tion to English grammar.  English vocabulary building and Latin expressions used in English are an integral 
part of the course. We teach vocabulary, translation through reading, and how to work in the language without 
knowing every word. In the 7th grade we read about life in Pompeii through a series of short Latin stories 
which revolve around a family living there just before the eruption of Vesuvius. In the 8th grade we continue to 
read this series of stories as it begins to focus on themes and topics pertaining to the spread of Roman culture 
throughout the Empire in the late first century.
 
Texts and Other Materials:

French  
Grade 7 & 8    Bien Dit by DeMado
                             Selected readings                      
Latin
Grade 7 & 8    The course is based on Latin for the New Millennium (Level I)
                             No text is required.  The students receive an in-house publication.
                             Cambridge Latin Series I  (Cambridge University Press)  (7th grade)
                             Cambridge Latin Series II  (8th grade)                                          
                                 
Spanish
Grade 7 & 8:    This course is based on Descubre (Vista Higher Learning)
                             No text is required. The students receive an in-house publication.
                             Selected readings



Language 83
Because of the cumulative nature of language acquisition it is vital that each student have a solid foundation on 
which to build. Therefore, any 8th grade student, who for whatever reason does not have a solid command of 
our 7th grade curriculum in French, Latin or Spanish, will be placed in Language 83. (Placement in this course 
is only by recommendation from the school.) In this course not only is a specific language taught, but also the 
skills necessary for successful language acquisition are emphasized. The language used for this course rotates; 
for example, for 2016-2017 we offered this class through Arabic; for 2015-2016 it was taught through Latin. 
Another year it might be Greek or a different language. In 2017-2018 it will again be taught through Latin.

Please note: This course does not complete the requirements of a first year language class. This is a one-year 
course with no continuing level at the Upper School. Typically the students who are enrolled in this course 
begin 9th grade in the Upper School with Level I of one of the languages offered at the Upper School – Arabic, 
Chinese, French, Latin, Russian or Spanish.



ARTS

In the Middle School, a vibrant Arts program features experiential courses where each student is taught to 
recognize, trust and express their unique creative instincts. Students are exposed to both performance and vi-
sual arts where each faculty member teaches the technical skills as well as a conceptual understanding of their 
medium. Individual, non-linear thought is encouraged while students grow to understand the language of each 
art form. Students take ownership of their work through in-class presentations where growth is assessed through 
critiques or written evaluations. Students’ work then becomes an integral part of the school community through 
performance and display.

GRADE 7

Students rotate through drama, music, three-dimensional, and two-dimensional art in quarterly cycles, each 
class meeting four times per week.
 
Three-Dimensional Art
Our focus is sculpture and creative expression.  The first two quarters will explore wire, cardboard, and plaster, 
while the last two quarters concentrate on clay.  Students express their ideas through specific projects while 
also gaining understanding of the unique properties of the materials. Specifically, students will learn about the 
language of art to express ideas and participate in class critiques.

Two-Dimensional Art
The 2D art program in the middle school aims to provide students a safe space for art-making experiences that 
meet their developmental needs: developing skills for competence, experimenting with materials in a hands-
on way, connecting content to things of personal meaning and relevance, placing the work in a larger context, 
and sharing and receiving feedback. Students respond to daily prompts in a warm-up sketchbook in order to 
stimulate and develop visual and creative modes of thinking. Students also help design and then complete two 
to three larger projects during the quarter. Skills can range from drawing from observation, exploring color, 
blending and shading with various drawing and painting materials, collaging, stenciling, combining media, and 
digital photography.

Drama
7th Grade Drama is an introduction to theatre performance. Classes focus on improvisation that will help stu-
dents trust and access their creative instincts on the stage. Students create scenes and characters based on their 
own experiences and discuss the ways in which art relates to everyday life. Emphasis is given to learning to be 
supportive members of a creative group, on understanding compassion as an essential acting tool, and on the 
role of Theater in the community, past and present. The quarter culminates in a performance for the 7th grade 
class.

Music
General music in the 7th grade is a skill building class that also develops prerequisite skills for 8th grade elec-
tives. Students work towards proficiency in musical notation through the study of rhythmic values and use of 
treble and base clefs.  These skills are reinforced by using percussion instruments and singing in class.  Each 
class will perform at least once during the school year. Topics include basic music theory and musicianship 
skills, score reading, ear training, form and analysis, and basic compositional practices. 

GRADE 8

Eighth graders are ready for concentrated immersion in two semester-long arts courses, which meet four times 
per week. Exposure to a wide variety of artistic expression in the Middle School helps students discover an area 
in which they can flourish. Students indicate their interests at the end of grade 7 and the Arts Department places 
the students in visual and/or performance arts courses for each semester.



VISUAL ARTS

Wheel Thrown Pottery
• Centering and trimming on the wheel
• Creating two basic forms - bowls and cylinders
• Construct plates, mugs, teapots, pitchers and more
• Explore a variety of glazing and surface design techniques
• Visit local galleries, museums and public art displays 

Hand Formed Clay
• Learn a variety of hand-building techniques for functional pottery and clay sculpture: pinching, coiling, soft 

slab, hard slab & use of molds
• Create a unique pottery set: bowls, cups, and/or plates
• Create a sculptural boat metaphorically showing how you move through life
• Explore a range of glazing and surface decoration techniques
• Final project: Independent student driven and inspired. 

Sculptural Self-Portraits: A Course in Imagining Oneself
• Through observation and imagination students will explore different ways of creating a portrait, exploring 

the animal, human and mythical parts of ourselves.
• 3D techniques include casting, decoupage and wire manipulation
• Materials include cardboard, wire, paper mache and plaster gauze
• Historical and contemporary figurative sculpture will inform thinking about the figure.
• Museum and gallery visits

3D Fiber Arts
• Establish and use principles of design and color theory
• Projects include wearable art, soft sculpture fabrication, wire mesh installation, fabric collage and found 

object integration
• Develop skills in fabric printing
• Collage techniques include photo transfer, layering, stamping and embellishments

Printmaking
• Explore five printmaking techniques: dry point etching, linocut, stencil, monoprint, collograph
• Compare and contrast the aesthetic qualities of each technique
• Use imagery and color in symbolic and personally meaningful ways
• Make connections to art history and contemporary art
• Participate in group critiques as a means of sharing ideas and learning from others

Art & Technology
• Combine traditional methods of art-making with contemporary technologies
• Some examples include: stop-motion animation, Photoshop, circuitry and LED lights, and 3D drawing pens
• Experiment through a series of mini-projects 
• Make connections to art history and contemporary examples
• Work independently or collaboratively with peers to design a final project 
• Participate in group critiques as a means of sharing ideas and learning from others



Doodle Class
• Explore the art of working in a sketchbook 
• Develop technical and expressive skills 
• Explore ways professional artists use a sketchbook (place for collecting, documenting, experimenting, 

studying, practicing, expressing)
• Use wide variety of drawing and painting media
• Explore imagery, content, and artistic decision making in personally meaningful ways
• Make connections to art history and contemporary examples
• Participate in group critiques as a means of sharing ideas and learning from others

Art & Food
• Investigate connections between art and food, looking at cultural, historical, and personal influences
• Learn from art history and contemporary examples 
• Make art as a response to these explorations
• Make food as a response to these explorations
• Participate in group critiques as a means of sharing and learning from peers

PERFORMING ARTS

Musical
This group will explore and perform a musical from the Broadway repertoire. Skills include:
• In-depth character development
• Interpreting text through acting, music and movement
• Vocal expression and healthy stage vocal technique
• Understanding the rehearsal process
• Tools and techniques for the stage
• Stagecraft and design, prop and costume design
• Some students will fill the positions of stage manager, lighting technician and stage crew, learning the ap-

propriate skills for the position

Improv and One-Act Comedy
• Building on skills learned in 7th grade, students will learn long form improvisation.
• Character development through voice, attitude, object work and physicality. 
• Explore improvisation through status work, listening, active listening and games.
• Culminates in a comedy show comprised of improvisation and short scripted comedy.

Filmmaking Class
The class will write, direct, and star in several short films.  The class will culminate in a “Film Premier Night” 
for friends and family.  Elements of the class will include
• The study of famous films and directors
• Viewing student films
• Screenplay writing
• Camera shot techniques
• Storyboarding
• Acting for the camera
• Editing



Songwriting/Musical Composition
• Advanced skills in musical notation and harmonic theory allow students to write their own songs or instru-

mental pieces
• Build individual musical style by composing melodies, harmonies and rhythm sequences. Write an original 

rap song and write percussion parts to accompany it. Set favourite quotation to music
• Explore lyric writing through journaling and artistic projects in order to develop lyrics to set to music. 
• Use of chatterpix and other apps to highlight compositions
• Learn song form and other classical forms as a basis for composition
• Discussion of music as a business, listen to music to compare to current classwork
• Focus on individual projects and possible performances of music composed during class

Rock’n Roll Is Here To Stay
• Exploration of Rock Music and American History
• Examine the roots and influences of Rock within a social history context, from 1920-1970 
• Listen and explore the music through activities, games and guided song maps
• Dance Party: Students learn dances from various eras and watch experts from the past
• Games include Blues Blocks, Concentration, British Invasion Bingo and Fantasy Rock Band 

Drama Festival Play
• In-depth character and script analysis
• Developing character through voice, movement and personal history
• Deeping ensemble skills
• Stagecraft and design
• Prop and costume design
• Understand the rehearsal process
• Performance technique
• Understanding the role of theater in the community
• Performance in April at the METG Middle School Drama Festival

PERFORMING ENSEMBLES

Students may elect to participate in several performance ensembles. These groups, Chorus, Chamber Music, 
Jazz Band and the BB&N Players give students the opportunity to use their talents outside of the classroom and 
perform at community events. 

Chorus
The Chorus is open to all students who enjoy singing. Chorus performs at WinterFest and the Spring Concert, 
but may also perform at assemblies and at other special occasions. The literature of Chorus ranges from clas-
sical to Broadway, from classic Rock and Roll to contemporary, with the accent on fine arrangements suitable 
for middle school voices. All music is in the form of choral octavos from two to four parts. Student interest or 
special areas of expertise will often be taken into account when choosing the repertoire of Chorus.  Emphasis 
includes vocal hygiene and basic technical skills, posture, accuracy of pitch, enjoyment of singing, and a com-
mitment to the group process and rehearsal skills.

Jazz Band
Jazz Band is offered to 7th and 8th grade students by audition.  No previous experience in playing jazz is re-
quired. The aim of this class is to explore this unique American art form, characterized by complex, syncopated 
rhythm and improvisations. Students learn to interpret traditional notation and make it “swing” and to impro-
vise melodies. Through this course students experience a spirited aspect of American culture, are challenged by 
new musical concepts and work at developing their own risk-taking skills. The group’s work is shared with the 
BB&N community in at least two performances during the year.



Chamber Ensembles
The Chamber Music program at the Middle School is designed to give students the opportunity to learn the art 
of ensemble playing. An elective offering for students with some experience in playing a musical instrument, 
the program tries to be flexible to accommodate students with a broad range of musical backgrounds. Accep-
tance into the class is based on ability, numbers of students, and instrumentation. Ensemble playing develops 
critical listening skills and fosters a deepened appreciation for problem solving through group interaction. The 
program also offers opportunities for performance, which helps students develop poise and confidence. 

The BB&N Players
The BB&N Players, an Improv Troupe, is part of the BB&N Community.  The troupe assists the school in many 
ways including serving as assembly emcees and assisting faculty with skits for various school events such as the 
read a thon, community service and sports assembles.  The Players perform two improv shows during the year.  
Seventh graders audition in May for the following school year.



ADVISORY PROGRAM

The Middle School Advisory Program provides support to students in all aspects of their school experience 
through direct student support and a weekly curriculum that addresses core character skills embodied in the 
school’s motto of Honor, Scholarship and Kindness. Themes and activities are guided by nationally-recognized 
thinking about the importance of social and emotional learning (SEL). The Collaborative for Academic, Social 
and Emotional Learning (CASEL). CASEL has researched and identified that effective SEL programs have the 
power to:

• Improve students’ social-emotional skills, attitudes about self and others and social interactions
• Improve students’ academic performance and attitudes toward school
• Prepare young people for success in adulthood by building skills in communication, collaboration, leader-

ship and connection with community 

To achieve these objectives, programming must address five interrelated sets of cognitive, affective and behav-
ioral competencies that include: self-awareness, self-management, social awareness, relationship skills and re-
sponsible decision making. (For more information about CASEL, please visit: http://casel.org/why-it-matters/.)
 
These competencies and intentions guide the mission and programming of the entire Advisory Program and its 
two component parts: the direct student support of the “Advisor-Advisee Relationship” and a Co-Curriculum 
taught weekly.
 
Advisor-Advisee Relationship
Each student is matched with an Advisor who is also a Middle School faculty member. The Advisor is the key 
point person for the student and their family for anything related to their experience at the Middle School. Sup-
porting students is a team effort and students and Advisors alike are also supported by Grade Deans and spe-
cialists like the Learning Support Specialists, Counselor and Nurse. Advisors meet with their Advisees several 
times a week in smaller Advisee groups and as a Homeroom with another Advisee group. Advisors regularly 
interact individually with Advisees throughout the school week. Students are matched with a new Advisor in the 
Eighth Grade.
 
The Co-Curriculum
The Co-Curriculum is facilitated by Advisors through weekly homeroom meetings and many activities provide 
students with an opportunity to explore a variety of topics in both single and combined grade settings.
 
The Co-Curriculum is the Middle School’s two-year character development program which is guided by the the-
ory and competency goals identified by CASEL. Themes and lessons are drawn from a variety of sources and 
programs such as Developmental Design, Our Whole Lives, Commonsense Media, Educators for Social Re-
sponsibility, to name a few. The Co-Curriculum programming is designed to be developmentally chronological 
but not rigidly sequential to provide flexible scaffolding of themes introduced in the Lower School and themes 
that will be expanded upon in the Upper School.
 
Each topic is explored in a manner developmentally appropriate to the individual grade. Beginning with ori-
entation and continuing throughout the school year, the 7th grade curriculum focuses on fostering a sense of 
belonging to a student’s homeroom, the school, and the outside community.  Activities are also designed to give 
students the support, academic and otherwise, needed to navigate effectively through the complexities of middle 
school life.  In the eighth grade, Advisors work with students to foster independence, and continue exploring 
who they are inside and out. Through various activities, Advisees explore their own individual identities as well 
as their roles within the school and the larger community. The curriculum also looks to partner and augment 
themes and projects explored in the Middle School academic curricula such as self expression, family back-
grounds, and cultural differences. There is also time within the calendar where 7th and 8th grade homerooms 
meet together in order to better understand and learn from one another.  



Sample of Co-Curriculum Themes

Orientation
As the year opens, seventh grade students participate in a number of activities designed to foster a greater sense 
of belonging and familiarity with their new surroundings.  On Opening Day, students get to know their Advisor 
and homeroom classmates through group-building activities.  A scavenger hunt familiarizes students with the 
Middle School campus, and a “jigsaw puzzle” activity gives them the chance to get to know each other while 
working in groups.  During the first week of school, students meet in homerooms daily.  Advisors review school 
rules, schedules, community standards and expectations, and the school motto.  
 
In the eighth grade, students and Advisors work together to establish a sense of community as a class and to 
establish their roles as leaders. Throughout the first week of school, Advisors review school rules and discuss 
eighth grade expectations and the benefits of goal setting.  This unit culminates with an in-depth exploration of 
the school’s Motto and development of core values as a class.
 
Study Skills/Learning Styles
Seventh grade students have several units that prepare them for the academic life at the middle school.  The 
focus of these sessions ranges from developing an effective organizational system to creating an effective study 
environment at home.  Advisors also discuss and guide students in using an assignment planner on a daily basis.

Eighth grade students explore the commonly understood ways that people learn, also known as learning styles. 
They reflect on the idea of multiple intelligences and explore how to organize their studies, their time manage-
ment and their environment to best capitalize on the strengths of their particular learning style.
 
Social Skills/Speeches
As students begin to navigate early adolescence, social interactions become increasingly important and, at 
times, increasingly more complex.  In this section, we focus on the importance of empathy and respect as we 
interact with others and develop friendships.  Throughout the year, students will have many opportunities to 
develop their social skills through group activities in homeroom, in classes, and on their athletic teams. For ex-
ample, in the 7th grade at various points throughout the year, homerooms compete in various “events” in the 7th 
Grade Olympics that address issues of good sportsmanship, leadership balanced with teamwork and vice versa, 
and communication skills that bind everything together. In the ever-changing world of technology, learning 
appropriate practice and responsibility while using the Internet is another dimension to students’ social engage-
ment with each other. Student spend some time exploring what it means to have a digital footprint, online safety 
and strategies to help them make surfing the web a positive experience.
 
Eighth grade students embark on an exploration of themselves and their classmates through written reflection 
and small group discussion. This section culminates with students presenting themselves in a speech to the 
entire homeroom class. The goal of this section is to continue to get to know one another and to foster a positive 
group dynamic in homeroom, while students sharpen their public presentation skills.
 
Community Service
Both 7th and 8th grades explore the value of service, learn about students in other parts of the country who are 
engaged in community service, and share their personal experiences in this area.   Throughout the year, both 
grades participate in activities and attend events meant to foster a sense of community.   One example is that, 
in conjunction with the Middle School’s annual community service program, each homeroom puts together a 
Thanksgiving meal, delivered in a nicely packaged basket.  Volunteers from the organization Christmas in the 
City, founded to help families in need who live in the greater Boston area, pick up the baskets the morning be-
fore Thanksgiving.
 



Differences
Students in both grades explore what makes us different and the many ways in which we are the same.  Activi-
ties provide the opportunity to learn about one another and what makes each individual unique.  The 7th grade 
focuses on tools for conflict resolution while the 8th grade examines the power of stereotypes, prejudices and 
discrimination.  All students are encouraged to think critically about the language they use and how it can affect 
others in a positive and negative way. These units dovetail with the Affinity Lunch (for students of color) on 
Thursdays.
 
Healthy Living and Relationships
This section focuses on physical, social, and emotional health and wellness in the context of personal self-care 
and in romantic relationships.  BBN believes that every student should have the chance to talk about the issues 
of sexuality and relationships in a safe, respectful environment that welcomes personal and religious beliefs and 
stresses open communication, correct information, sensitivity to differences and safety in a changing world. 
Advisors seek to strike a balance between providing positive, accurate and current information on a variety of 
topics and moderating the exchange of ideas between students in ways that accommodate the various degrees 
of life experience, knowledge and developmental readiness among the participants. By the end of the units, it is 
hoped that every student will have increased his/her understanding of the responsibilities and rewards of healthy 
platonic and romantic relationships. It is further hoped that every student will have an increased ability to make 
informed and thoughtful decisions when he/she chooses to become involved in any relationship.
 
In the 7th grade, some sessions focus on healthy eating habits, exercise, hygiene, and self-image.  In the 8th, 
students focus on building and fostering healthy relationships and the challenges of making positive choices in 
a world full of mixed messages. In addition, the Upper School Peer Counselors and LGBT student groups come 
and meet with the 8th graders. Students continue to explore themes of sexuality and healthy relationships in the 
eleventh grade in the Upper School.
 
Moving Forward
In the final weeks of the year, the Co-Curriculum is dedicated to helping the 7th graders transition into the 8th 
grade.  Students meet with their Advisor to review the highs and lows of the year. They also write a letter to 
their 8th grade advisors, reflecting on their experience in the 7th grade and explaining their hopes and concerns 
for the 8th grade.  The 8th graders spend time looking back, engaging in self-reflection and setting goals for 
their high school experience.  Peer Counselors from the Upper School visit and answer questions about their 
experiences in high school and what students can expect next year.

Wellness Collaborative
Week-long workshops in each grade with the Wellness Collaborative are an important adjunct of the Middle 
School Co-Curriculum and commitment to SEL themes and competencies.  The Wellness Collaborative is a 
wellness-based drug and alcohol education program with a balanced focus on both risk and protective factors. 

Topics include:
• Risk factors for abuse: personal, social and cultural
• Stress management techniques: progressive relaxation, meditation, nutrition, sleep
• Overall social and emotional wellness: life balance, identifying support systems

The Wellness Collaborative facilitator and the MS Counselor guide parent/guardian coffees for both grades 
and an adult-and-child workshop for 8th graders. Adult-child discussions and information-sharing are integral 
components to the Wellness Collaborative. Students continue to build on these skills in Wellness Collaborative 
workshops in the tenth and eleventh grades at the Upper School. 

(For more information about the Wellness Collaborative, please visit: http://www.wellnesscollaborative.org/)
 



E BLOCK: Extra help/In-School Work Time

E Block/extra help /in-school work time: Midday, we have E block for in-school work time and extra help  
as well as a few extra-curricular activities. Students use this time to complete their work individually or  
collaboratively, to reconnect with friends and classmates and/or connect with teachers for extra help or  
make-up work. In addition to classrooms and the outside space, students have access to computers and to  
the library during this time. Teacher availability locations and times are posted around school, and students 
complete a teacher availability sheet with their advisors during the first full week of school. Students also keep 
track of their E block time usage and discuss it with their advisors on a regular basis. In academic classes and 
in advisory, faculty stress that learning to make good choices, managing time and learning to self advocate are 
core to our philosophy here at the Middle School.  E Block was designed with these goals in mind and offers an 
opportunity to support students by creating a break as well as access to teachers and fellow students during the 
school day. 

ACTIVITIES BEYOND THE CLASSROOM

Electives

The Middle School offers an array of electives Wednesday mornings. Electives generally run in two sessions  
of 5 weeks each in the Fall, Winter, and Spring. These electives offer students an opportunity for fun and  
enrichment in a social setting. No grades are given, but students are expected to commit to the five sessions. 
Elective sign-ups take place in the first two weeks of school.

Recently offered electives include:

Creative Writing and Cookies
Do you love to WRITE? Do love to eat cookies? Are you looking for a space to CREATE and SHARE original 
stories and poems and snack on yummy treats too? If so, then Creative Writing and Cookies is the place for 
you! Each session will begin with cookies, a brief check-in, and writing prompt. After the prompt, students will 
have the opportunity for quiet writing time; they may follow the prompt or they may choose their own. At the 
end of the meeting, all students will be encouraged to share their words. During this elective, students will work 
together to create a community of writers. While the goal of this program is not to publish, interested students 
can submit their polished pieces to the Spark and other creative writing venues. 

Cooking Club
Each week we will be making some new and different. In the past, we have made a range of treats including pop 
tarts, donuts, sushi, mousse cake, pretzels, and truffles. The items will be decided on together, and, of course, 
we will eat our creations. 

Futsal
Teams of 3 players will compete in a game of soccer on the green.

Knitting Circle
Would you like to be able to make scarves, sweaters, and other beautiful wearables for family, friends, and 
yourself? Knitting is an ancient art and a popular contemporary craft. It’s easy to learn but endlessly challeng-
ing. Over cups of hot tea we’ll learn the basics of knitting - casting on stitches, knitting them, and casting off 
and finishing a piece. Once you master these very basic basics, we’ll make a cozy scarf and learn about some 
of the variations on stitches that will allow you to make just about anything out of yarn. This elective is open to 
all levels from beginner up. If you already know how to knit you’ll learn advanced techniques such as working 
with color, shaping, cables, and knitting in the round. Along the way we’ll learn a bit about the history of this 
practical, adaptable art form.



 

Time with Tots
Spend a relaxing morning cuddling infants or reading stories to toddlers or playing dress-up with preschoolers 
at the nearby Coop. Ages a few months to 4 years, these little kids ADORE visits from big kids like you! No 
skills required, - just a willingness to be playful, to be kind and to be hero-worshipped.

Art for Social Change
Are you a person who wants to make a difference in the world? Do you also like to make art? In this elective, 
we will have an exciting and historic experience! After much hard work last year, we will finally install our  
EMPATHY sculpture in Cambridge. We will also learn about publicity and promotion of public art.   
No experience necessary. 

Games and Puzzles
Let the lazy days of summer continue. Keep playing with this games elective! Choose from logic/board games 
like Clue and Mastermind, word games like Scrabble and Boggle, card games (too many to mention), and  
jigsaw puzzles! Compete against each other and against Ms. Brooks. And just have fun while enjoying snacks!

Faith Traditions in Our Community
Curious about different faith traditions like Judaism, Christianity and Islam? Always wondered about how  
they came to be? What makes them similar? Different? What are some key rituals and customs around food  
or clothing? Then check out this elective!  A leader from the Jewish, Christian, and Muslim faith communities 
will come each week for the first three sessions to relate some background, share some rituals, and answer any 
questions you may have. During the final meeting, we’ll host all three community faith leaders. We hope to 
offer this elective several times in the year and learn about other religions as well. Come join us to learn about 
other faith traditions and share your own!

After School Activities

We offer Afterschool Activities three days a week and they require advanced registration directly with the  
teacher. Most Afterschool Activities are on the MS campus and there is a bus after sports available for travel 
back to Sparks Street. 

Community Service Club
The BB&N MS Community Service Club works to support our school and our local and global communities. 
This year Community Service Club’s projects will likely include: cooking meals at school or on-site for the 
women at Duley House, fundraising to fulfill Christmas wish lists for the Heading Home Organization, visiting 
residents at Neville Senior Center, and acting as student leaders during the Boston Medical Center Food Drive. 
After listening to and learning from speakers from local non-profits, students will have the opportunity to design 
and execute service projects of their own choosing. Contact Community Service Club Coordinator
Zoe Tarshis for more information at ztarshis@bbns.org.

Science Club
Middle school students will have an added opportunity to expand their knowledge of science, invention,  
and environment after school every Tuesday, 4 to 5pm. Activities will vary based on student interest, but may 
include building design challenges, candy chemistry, holograms, growing crystals, Lego Simple Machines, 
alternative energy, and lasers! Contact Science Club Coordinator Erik Swanson for more information at  
eswanson@bbns.org.

The Spark
The Spark is the Middle School newspaper. Students plan each issue, choose their topics for both the news sec-
tion and creative magazine, The Victorian, and use Spark meeting time to compose and collaborate. The Spark 
is published four times per year. Contact Sparks Coordinator Betsy Canaday for more information at  
bcanaday@bbns.org.



Math Team
The MS Math Team competes in IMLEM (Interscholastic Math League of Eastern Massachusetts). Practices 
prepare the team for 5 meets with a cluster of nearby schools. Anyone may drop in, but it will take regular prac-
tice to make the starting lineup! Pick up times may vary on meet days. Contact Math Team Coordinator Chris-
tine Oulton for more information at coulton@bbns.org.

Clay Club
The primary goal of the Clay Club is to provide more opportunities for students to engage in ceramics.  
Students will be welcomed into the world of clay in a joyful, relaxing, and creative environment. We’ll explore 
functional pottery such as decorative bowls and mugs on the pottery wheel or from hand-building techniques, 
and make expressive sculpture, wall tiles, or even table top fountains. In the Fall, we will be contributing to a 
fundraiser in which we will explore a variety of surface decoration on bowls for The Empty Bowls fundraiser, 
a middle-school event to support those in need in our local community. The aim is to offer a peaceful and fun 
environment where students can learn ceramics skills and make beautiful artwork in clay. Contact Clay Club 
Coordinator Sasha Bergmann for more information at sbergmann@bbns.org. 



MIDDLE SCHOOL LIBRARY PROGRAM

Our newly-renovated Library Learning Commons space is designed to support independent student study, small 
group work, and whole class meetings. We are open during school hours; students are welcome during  
E block and break. Library and Tech staff join forces to provide comprehensive information literacy resources 
to the Middle School community. At the beginning of the school year, the Librarian and the Technology Innova-
tion Mentor collaboratively teach library/research/technology classes to all 7th and 8th graders. We review the 
school’s Technology Use Policy regarding the safe and ethical use of technology, help students log onto their 
school online accounts, and introduce students to available print and electronic resources. As students embark 
on research projects, we review the Academic Honesty Policy and discuss how to avoid plagiarism. The Librari-
an and the Technology Innovation Mentor collaborate with classroom teachers to integrate research skill instruc-
tion (properly citing sources, conducting effective online searches, etc.) throughout the Middle School curric-
ulum, both in the library and the classroom. Library staff is available to help train our students to be effective 
21st century learners!

The library collection includes print and online resources that support classroom research as well as recreational 
reading. Students have access to books, magazines, desktop and laptop computers, ipad tablets and e-readers. 
The library’s online library catalog and website, organized specifically for our Middle School curriculum, pro-
vides access to the library’s virtual collection, including e-books, electronic databases, and selected websites. 
Throughout the year, the library staff sponsors reading incentive programs, including author, illustrator, and poet 
visits; an annual spring read-a-thon; and an optional community read. Students in the library-supported Literary 
Club read books together and play leadership roles for these projects.

TECHNOLOGY

Middle School students use digital technologies for a variety of assignments, both in class and at home (ex-
amples below). Every student is required to have a MAC laptop as part of our One-to-One Laptop Initiative 
designed to promote engagement, interactivity, and collaboration; enable organized access to documents, as-
signments, and research resources; support multiple learning styles; and standardize the Middle School student 
computing platform These tools allow us to extend classroom communication and learning using collaborative 
and multimedia environments. Students gain a deeper understanding of  subject matter, express their knowledge 
in multiple ways, stay organized, and explore how technology can support their learning using various software, 
websites, and digital tools.

Examples of Tech Projects at the Middle School: 

• Recording & editing a radio essay podcast in English class 
• Creating an interactive Latin American country website 
• Using online science and history databases during research projects 
• Playing an online stock market game in math 
• Planning a virtual trip using Google Maps in history 
• Skyping with a school in Morocco in French class 
• Writing a blog response to current events in history 
• Creating a Civil War wiki site in history 
• Using online books for reading assignments 
• Using sensors and probes for data collection/analysis in science 
• Using video cameras and iMovie to create original productions in film class 
• Creating caricature self-portraits and circuit stickers in art class 
• Programming, PhotoShop, and KNBC Club in tech elective classes 




