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GRADE FIVE CURRICULUM OVERVIEW 

  
 
Language Arts 
 
In fifth grade language arts, students’ exposure to contemporary authors is broadened, 
and critical and analytical thinking skills are developed and advanced. Student reading 
comprehension is extended to include more inferential and abstract ideas. The focus of 
reading is less on literal understanding, and more on the interpretation of characters 
and theme. Students begin to write in greater detail and with more formal 
organization.  They explore the genres of narrative, expository, and persuasive writing; 
and develop their ability to use precise vocabulary and figurative language to enliven 
their work. Language arts lessons are often integrated with social studies, the arts, and 
other classes.  
  
In fifth grade, students: 
• Practice literal comprehension skills by identifying the who, what, when, and where 

of stories  
• Develop interpretive and analytical comprehension by thinking deeply about 

characters, theme, cause and effect, story structure, and the qualities of different 
literary genres  

• Identify literary elements such as similes, metaphors, personification, and 
foreshadowing 

• Enrich their vocabulary and understanding of etymology through their study of Greek 
and Latin roots 

• Benefit from having opportunities to read aloud, practicing using precise language, 
and reading with appropriate pace and expression 

• Use reading strategies to monitor and deepen comprehension, including making 
connections, questioning, predicting, inferring, and summarizing 

• Read independently and regularly write and share responses to their independent 
reading 

• Compose extensively in the genres of expository, narrative, and persuasive writing 
• Learn that good writers improve their craft by focusing on six specific traits of writing: 

ideas, organization, voice, sentence fluency, word choice, and conventions 
• Take notes on a regular basis 
• Respond in writing to both literal and interpretive comprehension questions 
• Support a written point of view with examples and quotes from the text 
• Are held accountable for their spelling and for applying appropriate mechanics, and 

sentence and paragraph structures 
• Examine models of good writing to learn specific strategies and tools they can apply 

to their own writing 
• Receive feedback and guidance about their writing  
• As needed, may work with a learning specialist to receive additional support 

developing reading and writing skills 
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Social Studies 
 
In fifth grade, students study the how the choices, actions and innovations made by 
peoples during the ages of exploration (1400-1700) and colonialism (1600-1900) have 
influenced the establishment of the modern world. Students choose a region of the 
world, which they investigate through a series of lenses, including that of an historian, a 
geographer, an anthropologist, and a political/economic scientist.   
 
Specific study skills taught in social studies include: 
 

• Reading for information 
• Gathering research material from multiple sources (online, text, personal 

experience) 
• Presenting findings in a variety of ways 
• Note-taking and test-taking 

Essential questions addressed through social studies investigations include: 
  

• Why is the study of history important? 
• How / why do "facts" change over time? 
• How / why does one discover the real story? 
• What ethical dilemmas are uncovered through the study of history? 
• How have historical events impacted the development of world that we know 

today? 
• What does history have to do with me? 
• What drives and motivates exploration and colonization? 
• How do we distinguish between discovery and conquest?  Settlement and 

colonization? 
• How have the understandings of people at different times and from different 

cultures influenced exploration, settlement, and conflict? 
• How have exploration, settlement, and conflict lead to my understanding of the 

world today? 
• What ethical dilemmas do exploration and settlement present? 
• How has world power shifted through exploration and colonization? 
• What is gained and lost during colonization? 

 
     
Mathematics 
 
Students build on existing numerical, geometric, algebraic, and statistical 
understandings, fine-tuning familiar skills and developing new ones.  In the fall, students 
evaluate the relationships among factors, multiples, divisors, and products and analyze 
the relationships between them. In the winter, students work closely with fractions, 
decimals, and percents. This includes the traditional algorithms for addition, subtraction 
and multiplication of fractions and decimals, as well as the concepts behind these 
algorithms. Our spring curriculum is focused on a geometric study of polygons and 
angles. 
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Mathematics (continued) 
 
Throughout the year, students review and strengthen their skills with multi-digit 
multiplication, long division, and the order of operations. They compute in a variety of 
ways, using manipulative objects, calculators, and standard algorithms.  They then 
continue to develop strategies, both in discussion and in written form, of monitoring their 
own thinking and communicating ideas to classmates and teachers. As they do this, 
students also increase their appreciation of, interest in, and confidence in mathematics.  
   
Multi-step word problems and investigations, requiring analysis, creativity and synthesis 
of ideas, are at the heart of all these studies. For this reason, the Connected Math 
Program is the framework for the fifth grade mathematics curriculum. 
 
Content Standards 
 
Number Theory [Factors and Multiples] 

• Understand the relationships between factors, multiples, divisors, and products 
• Use factors to identify numbers as prime or composite and odd or even 
• Develop strategies for finding factors and multiples of whole numbers 
• Recognize that a number can be written in exactly one way as a product of 

primes (Fundamental Theorem of Arithmetic) 
• Recognize situations in which problems can be solved by finding factors and 

multiples, and develop a variety of strategies to solve such problems 

  Rational Numbers [Fraction Operations] 
• Build an understanding of fractions, decimals, and percents and the relationships 

among these concepts and their representations 
• Understand and use equivalent fractions to reason about situations 
• Compare and order fractions 
• Move flexibly between fraction, decimal and percent representations 
• Add, subtract, multiply and divide fractions 
• Solve word problems involving fractions and fraction operations 

  2-D Geometry [Polygons and Angles] 
• Acquire knowledge of important properties of polygons 
• Explain the property of the triangle that makes it useful as a stable structure 
• Estimate the size of any angle using reference to a right angle and other 

benchmark angles 
• Use a protractor to make more accurate angle measurements 
• Develop a variety of strategies for solving problems involving polygons and their 

properties 
 
Process Standards 
 
Reasoning and Proof 
Students look for patterns, make conjectures, provide evidence for their conjectures, 
refine their conjectures and strategies, connect their knowledge, and extend their 
findings. Informal reasoning evolves into more deductive arguments as students 
proceed to sixth grade. 

         [Gr. 5 p. 3 ’16] 



 
Mathematics (continued) 
 
 
Communication 
As students work on the problems, they must communicate ideas with others. Emphasis 
is placed on students' discussing problems in class, talking through their solutions, 
formalizing their conjectures and strategies, and learning to communicate their ideas to 
a more general audience. Students learn to express their ideas, solutions, and 
strategies using written explanations, graphs, tables, and equations. 
 
Representation 
Students organize, record, and communicate information and ideas using words, 
pictures, graphs, tables, and symbols. They learn to choose appropriate representations 
for given situations and to translate among representations. Students also learn to 
interpret information presented in various forms. 
 
Connections 
In all units, mathematical content is connected to other units, to other areas of 
mathematics, to other school subjects, and to applications in the real world. Connecting 
and building on prior knowledge is important for building and retaining new knowledge. 
                                       
       
                              
Science  
 
In fifth grade, science classes include lectures, discussions, hands-on activities and 
labs.  Listed below are units of study and highlights of content and skills covered. 
 
Ecology 

• Investigate the biotic and abiotic factors that make up an ecosystem 
• Plan experiments to test the effect of different conditions on plant growth 
• Design methods and apparatus for mapping the ocean floor 
• Quantitatively and qualitatively assess the challenges of different marine habitats 
• Observe organisms and their physical and behavioral adaptations 
• Design and conduct an animal behavior experiment 
• Study food webs and their implications for conservation   
• Assess various human impacts on habitats and populations of organisms 
• Visit “Project Oceanology” in Groton, CT and survey the Long Island Sound on 

shore and aboard their research vessel, the Envirolab II 

Astronomy 
• Make measurements and compare units of scale on earth and in space 
• Understand the idea of a light-year 
• Investigate density and how this concept relates to the life of a star 
• Conduct a lab on the relationship between orbital radius and the length of a year 

on different planets 
• Research the conditions on different planets in our solar system 

 
[Gr. 5 p. 4 ’16] 



Music       
 
Students move through many of the conceptual areas listed below. Class objectives 
approached through experiences in movement, speech, song, listening, playing 
instruments and notation. 
Rhythm 

• Demonstrate pulse, imitation, improvisation, and Question-Answer  
• Use sixteenth, eighth, quarter, half, whole, dotted quarter, dotted half notes 
• Show multiple ostinati (body percussion/unpitched/ barred instruments) 
• Experience a variety of simple and compound meters. 

  Melody 
• Demonstrate proper vocal technique; demonstrate improvisation and composition 

by phrase (C Major/ a minor or G Major/e minor pentatonic) 
• Develop a repertoire of songs (folk/seasonal/multi-cultural/2 and 3 part choral) 
• Review treble clef lines and spaces 
• Refer to written notation using notes C – A' on barred instruments (some on 

soprano or alto recorder) 
• Play countermelodies 
• Label Fsharp/Bflat.      

Harmony (reference to barred instruments) 
• Demonstrate proper mallet technique.  
• Experience using three mallets; canon/round; multiple ostinati; varying types of 

bordun 
• Distinguish between Major/minor 
• Create ostinati for compositions. 

Form 
• Demonstrate phrase 
• Experience theme and variations; extended form 
• Create rondo 
• Label terms Allegro, Andante, Adagio. 

Timbre 
• Identify orchestral instrument families 
• Experience qualities of different types of instruments from variety of genres. 

 
Additional Information 
Students become familiar with variety of composers, artists or cultures through recorded 
examples played periodically in class; identify instruments used; use movement 
imitation; and create movement pieces to represent form 

 
Students who want to learn to play the alto recorder at the beginning of the year are 
responsible for some practice time at home.  All students have the chance to play the 
soprano recorder and barred instruments at times throughout the year.  Students work 
to improve their ability to play from written music, experiment with improvisation and 
create ensemble pieces, which are performed at assemblies and concerts. 
 
Chorus  All students perform in two concerts each year, as a grade level ensemble and 
at times with students in other grades. Learning concert music, practicing songs in 
rehearsal and developing a stage presence are skills upon which they build. Students 
studying an orchestral instrument are invited and encouraged to play in the Lower 
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Music (continued) 
 
School Orchestra with opportunities to perform at Lower School concerts and 
designated assemblies. 
 
Orchestra Students who study an orchestral instrument are invited and encouraged to 
play in the Lower School Orchestra which provides a valuable experience different from 
solo practice and lessons.  The orchestra plays an important role in many of the school 
traditions for our community.  Orchestra rehearses once a week before school on 
Wednesday mornings, and performs at Lower School concerts and designated 
assemblies. 
            
Visual Art  
   
Fifth graders have art once a week; some projects involve viewing and discussing the 
work of the masters, and others may be based on classroom curriculum. Over the 
course of the year we will explore the following areas: 

• print making   
• design   
• collage    
• sculpture          
• painting  
• ceramics mask design and construction 
• drawing from observation, memory and imagination 
• folk art          

Goals for the term are introduced, defined and explored through discussions and 
looking at a wide variety of folk art objects: 
 
Drawing/Design – brainstorming/collecting ideas for project  

• Project options – wood cut outs of animals, paintings on panels, reverse 
paintings on plates/Plexiglas, decoys 

• Demonstrate each approach 
• Discuss/explore values and opportunities of each 
• Introduce/demonstrate/reinforce vocabulary  
• Explore, emphasize and reinforce composition, contour, patterns, templates, 

proportion, texture and decoration  
• Practice – make a colored paper model using patterns for wood cut outs 

Complete a watercolor of designs for decoys & panels & plates 
• Continue to develop and practice observation skills & personal expression 

 
Painting:  materials –acrylic paints & brushes 

• Demonstrate/review color mixing, paint application and manipulation 
• Wooden objects – sanding, staining, assembling, exploring decoration using a 

variety of interesting materials  
 

Wood Working 
 
Fifth graders have Wood Working once a week for half the year.  To complement their 
studies of colonial America, students make a copy of one of the early, elegantly  
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Wood Working (continued) 
 
abstract, waterfowl decoys. Students design a two-dimensional pattern and transfer it to 
a block of wood. They learn to use rasps, files and carving tools to turn that into a three-
dimensional form.  To finish their work they use stains and paint to create an interesting 
finished surface.  Through this process students discover and develop their visual and 
sculptural skills. 
 
Drama 
 
Fifth grade drama engages each student in improvisation work, small group scene work 
and a full-length homeroom play. Students learn to create characters, and create 
dialogues in both small and large groups. Learning to analyze scenes and scenarios, 
and make connections to real life is all a part of the Improv unit. Small group scenes 
give students the opportunity to direct and be the actor in already created short scripts 
from age appropriate plays or books. Students learn to listen to each other's idea while 
getting to be the performers and audience members. The full-length play is presented 
before spring break and allows for each child to memorize quite a few lines, wear a 
costume and learn to rehearse towards a large performance in front of an audience. 
 
World Languages 
 
In the fifth grade, World Language students at BB&N either enter their second year of 
French or continue their study of Spanish. All fifth grade WL students have class in their 
target language three times a week: once for 30 minutes and twice for 45 minutes. They 
continue to build and develop their cultural competence and their linguistic skills through 
both traditional and creative means. 
 
SPANISH 
  
Fifth Grade continues to progress through the textbook series ¡Viva el español! for 
structure and assessment. Part of confidence-building classroom routines, spiral review 
of classroom phrases and vocabulary from the previous year allows new students to 
catch up and continuing students to make up for the inevitable summertime losses.  
 
Students create learning portfolios in class to help them be aware of their own learning 
process and exploration of the language. We make use of technology tools in the 
computer lab and a variety of apps for the students’ iPads. The cooperative process of 
multimedia projects and oratorical speeches gives students confidence to move beyond 
memorization to original language production. Examples of projects: Spanish-speaking 
Countries; Interviewing School Personnel; Original Movie Trailers in Spanish, Dramatic 
scenes, Original “Rap” Songs, etc. 
 
Fifth grade Spanish homework consists mainly of studying for tests and completing or 
reviewing work begun in class. In 5th grade the goal is to continue building competency 
in the central skills of second language acquisition: Listening, speaking, (accurate 
pronunciation, communication, oral proficiency), writing and basic reading. Fifth-graders  
are challenged in every class to practice all three modes of linguistic expression 
Interpersonal, interpretive, and presentational.       
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World Languages (continued) 
 
Students broaden exposure to a variety of national accents and artistic traditions via 
authentic songs, games, and literature in Spanish, along with selected films, food and 
craft projects related to traditional cultural festivals.  
    
French 
 
Fifth Grade students continue to build competency in the French Language through 
basic conversational phrases, activities, projects, and simple reading and writing. 
 
Topics covered might include: 
Greetings, introductions, numbers to 100, colors, animals, classroom objects, simple 
actions, toys, food, likes and dislikes, clothing. 
 
Web 2.0 tools in the computer lab, iPad applications, Passport Project, videos, games, 
book projects and simple movies on the iPads as well as songs are used to help 
students practice their vocabulary.  They use the book Alex et Zoé and its workbook in 
order to familiarize themselves with more written material. 
 
The skills that are taught include: 

• Listening comprehension/sound recognition 
• Pronunciation 
• Vocabulary development for conversation 
• Cross cultural communication 
• Writing in simple sentences 

 
Information Science  
 
Information science in fifth grade will focus on developing critical thinking skills and 
learning how to choose resources for a variety of research topics.  Students also come 
to the library for help choosing books for independent reading and to discuss and review 
books via the library website. 
All students will practice:  

• Using our school library catalog and the catalog for their public library 
• Exploring topics using search engines, and pre-selected websites 
• Working with both print and electronic resources including encyclopedias, 

dictionaries, almanacs, atlases and periodicals. 
• Storing materials for use in class projects 
• Keeping track of their sources 
• Introduction to bibliography      

 
 
Technology 
 
Fifth grade technology students are exposed to various social studies, language arts, 
science, math, and problem-solving programs that: 
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Technology (continued) 
 

• Directly relate to classroom content        
• Offer new ways of looking at the traditional curriculum 
• Encourage thinking and stimulate inquiry 
• Foster collaboration and communication 
• Challenge and motivate a wide range of students      

   
During technology class fifth grade students experience both the Macintosh and 
Windows Operating Systems. Specifically, students are taught: 
 

• Keyboarding skills- Touch typing assessments for speed and accuracy are 
completed at the beginning and end of the year. 

• Presentation software- For a social studies unit on explorers, students make oral 
presentations supported by digital media.        

• Word processing- Students learn the ins and outs of Word to create textbooks 
related to their social studies curriculum. In-school assignments are sometimes 
completed on the computer, and students are encouraged to word process their 
homework assignments. 

• Spreadsheets and graphing- Students make charts and graphs in Excel to display 
on their social studies State Fair posters. 

• Programming- Students write programs to draw pictures using LOGO to 
compliment their math unit on geometry.  The final LOGO project is related to 
their science field trip “Project O.” 

• Internet safety and research- Students receive BB&N email accounts for the first 
time, discuss the Technology Acceptable Use Policy, and learn to cite sources. 
 

Throughout the year, classes visit the LS Makerspace and participate in STEAM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, Mathematics) activities and learning the Design 
Thinking process. 
 
Physical Education 
 
The fifth grade students are introduced to an intramural athletic experience in a variety 
of team sports.  The purpose of the curriculum design is to allow students the 
opportunity to play the sports that will be offered to them as sixth grade students. For 
many, playing on a team is a new experience but the underlying values of participation, 
effort, enthusiasm, and individual growth remain the same. Before any games are 
played, the group has a thorough review of skills, rules, and strategies. Classes are run 
as a team practice with skill development, drills, and a breakdown of situations and 
applications for use of the individual skills.  Throughout the season the basic skills from 
fourth grade are reviewed and more advanced skills are introduced. 
          
The games provide an opportunity for the student to participate on a team that will work 
for a common goal, something that they have been working toward throughout the 
Lower School Physical Education Program.  The major theme behind the team sports 
curriculum is the concept that every student plays and contributes to the success of the 
group.  
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Physical Education (continued) 
 
Sports Offered: 
 
Fall Season            Boys                         Girls 
                               Fitness   Fitness 
                               X-Country                X-country 
                               Soccer                     Soccer 
                               Flag Football     Field Hockey 

                                                                    Volleyball 
 
Winter Season      Boys                                  Girls 
                                Basketball               Basketball 
                                Floor Hockey             Floor Hockey 
                                Health & Fitness    Health & Fitness 
                                          
 
Spring Season  Boys                         Girls 
                                Lacrosse                 Lacrosse 
                                Baseball                  Softball   

Crew                        Crew 
                                Tennis                     Tennis 
                                 Golf                              Golf       
       
 
Responsive Classroom 
 
The Lower School uses the social curricular practices of The Responsive Classroom. 
Fifth graders continue to develop affirming, positive community building skills; as well as 
develop flexibility in working in different teams, groups and partnerships. As a result, 
students are encouraged to establish new friendships with sensitivity to students 
seeking inclusion. They practice respecting all students and faculty/staff. Students take 
an active role in creating class rules, class events, and morning meeting or discussions.  
They strengthen their listening skills and wait time for responses, such as practicing self 
control and speaking assertively and respectfully in morning meetings. Fifth graders are 
expected to positively support and affirm peers with different learning styles or pace. 
They work to show good citizenship both at BB&N and the greater Boston area.  The 
goal students work toward is to become leaders and role models of the Lower School 
community. 
 
Homework  
 
Please refer to the BB&N website, www.bbns.org/handout, Lower School Policies and 
Procedures.  Another resource, HOMEWORK - A Guide for Lower School Parents, was 
first published and distributed to all LS parents in 1999, and is available for parents at 
Back-to-School Nights.     
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