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Grade Two Teachers 
 

                           phone/voice mail   
        

 Homeroom* 2E  Sylvia Elmer   800-2468 
   
 Homeroom* 2K  Susan Kinsky     800-2424  
  
 Learning Specialist Ryan Magnuson  800-2544 
 
 Mathematics   Beth Thiemann    800-2410 
          
 Science   Carol Fine    800-2492 
  
 Library    Heather Lee   800-2462 
 
 Music   Deejay Robinson  800-2446 
 

Physical Education Kelley Kingman   800-2438 
 
Spanish   Darcy Bailey   800-2434 

 
Technology   Jennifer Lavenberg  800-2442 

 
 Visual Art   I’man Solomon   800-2479 
 
 Woodworking  Candida Monteith  800-2430 
 
 
      

* Includes Language Arts, Mathematics and Social Studies instruction 
 

      
Email addresses for all Faculty and Staff at BB&N follow this format: 

First InitialLast name@bbns.org 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

GRADE TWO CURRICULUM OVERVIEW 
 

   
Language Arts  
 
Second grade reading instruction focuses on phonics, fluency, expression, 
comprehension, and vocabulary development. Students in second grade begin to 
develop more comprehensive skills as proficient and thoughtful writers. In addition, the 
Fundations program is used as a part of our language arts instruction. Through this 
program we systematically and explicitly support phonics, phonological/phonemic 
awareness, and word study. 
 
In Second Grade: 

• Children respond to text through whole and small group discussions, writing 
activities, illustration and dramatization.  

• Every day children read material of their choice at their own reading levels. 
• Teachers read aloud for pleasure, discussion and to expose students to a 

variety of authors and literary genres.  
• Literature focuses on exploring plot, character, setting and theme through a 

wide variety of books and genres. 
• Children experience many forms of writing, through science journals, 

teacher/child journals, factual social studies writing, short stories and 
contributions to class books. 

• Literature is selected to provide a model for many writing projects, in which 
students recognize patterns of literature in their reading, then experiment with 
these patterns in their writing.   

• Children participate in the writing process in which they plan, draft, edit, revise, 
and publish. 

• Students review and are introduced to a variety of language and grammar skills 
including syllable types, parts of speech, plurals, capitalization, punctuation, 
compound words, and prefixes. 

• Children gain proficiency in decoding and encoding common sounds, blends 
and spellings.   

• Spelling strategies and vocabulary are integrated through writing activities, with 
attention to words that appear frequently in children’s writing. 

• Children review handwriting printing skills. 
• Evaluation and assessments occur regularly. 

 
Academic Support Services 
A reading/language arts specialist works with the second grade team to plan consistent, 
interconnected lessons and to provide additional support for children who are in need of 
further help in developing reading and language arts skills. 
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Mathematics 
 
Second Grade mathematics focuses the continued development of number sense and 
problem solving strategy. All concepts are taught with manipulative materials to support 
concrete understanding before abstract representations are introduced. Students engage 
in problem solving, communicating and reasoning to: 
  
 
Number Sense and Operations  
 

• Name, write, order, and identify place value in whole numbers to 1,000.  
• Order and compare whole numbers using <, >, =.  
• Identify and represent common fractions (1/2, 1/3, 1/4) as parts of wholes, parts of 

groups, and numbers on the number line.  
• Identify odd and even numbers.  
• Identify and notate the value of U.S. coins and bills. Find the value of a collection 

of coins and dollar bills. 
• Demonstrate an understanding of the meaning of addition as combination, and 

subtraction as comparison, equalizing, and separation.  
• Understand and use the inverse relationship between addition and subtraction.  
• Master addition facts (sums to 18) and related subtraction facts.    
• Add and subtract 3-digit numbers with regrouping efficiently using the traditional 

algorithm.   
• Recognize and practice appropriate strategies for problem solving. 
• Read, write and solve one and two-step word problems. 
• Understand multiplication model of rows in an array and equal groups. 

 
Patterns, Relations, and Algebra   
 

• Identify, describe, extend, and create patterns using symbols and numbers.  
• Identify patterns and relationships on the hundreds chart. 
• Skip count by 2’s, 5’s and 10’s up to 100, starting at any number.  
• Develop concepts of missing addends and balancing equations.  
• Write number sentences using +, -, <, =, and/or > to represent mathematical 

relationships in everyday situations.  
• Describe functions related to trading, including coins and measurement. 
• (5 pennies = 1 nickel) 

 
Geometry 
 

• Describe attributes and parts of 2- and 3-dimensional shapes by length, vertices, 
edge and faces.  Recognize congruent and similar shapes.   

• Identify shapes that have been rotated, reflected and enlarged.  
• Identify and create symmetry in 2-dimensional shapes. 

 
Measurement 
 

• Measure and compare length of objects using metric and standard units.   
• Convert measurements using inches, feet and yards. 
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Mathematics (continued) 
 

• Understand how to calculate area and perimeter on a grid using regular shapes. 
• Identify parts of a day, days of a week, months of a year, and dates on a calendar.  
• Tell time on an analog clock. 

 
Data Analysis, Statistics, and Probability  
 

• Collect, organize, and describe data using tallies, charts, tables, bar graphs, 
pictographs, and Venn diagrams; interpret the results.  Draw conclusions based 
on information gained from data.      

 
 
Social Studies 
 
Independence and Interdependence 
Grade 2 will look at various topics through the lens of independence and 
interdependence. Through this lens, students will think about themselves and how they 
connect with the community. They will ask questions such as, “Who am I? In what ways 
am I becoming independent? What might the future hold? What systems help me be 
independent? How am I dependent? Who supports me? What sort of supports are 
necessary in a community?”. 
 
Students will think about monarchs through a similar lens. They will grow monarchs in 
class and investigate the species, studying where they live and how the population has 
changed over time. They will then move into understanding the future of monarchs, the 
importance of their survival, and how to play a role in the future of the species. 
 
Grade 2 also investigates local surroundings. Using maps as a tool for understanding, 
they will learn about physical geography and how the community gets from one place to 
another. Bicycles will be a major aspect of curriculum. 
 
 
  
Science 
 
Students use a hands-on inquiry based program to study science.  This approach allows 
them to develop and use process skills in order to gain a body of scientific knowledge.  
Listed below are the units of study and highlights of the content and skills covered: 
 
Water and its Cycle 

• Discover how many drops of water fit on a penny to appreciate the attractive 
nature of water. 

• Design and conduct evaporation experiments. 
• Observe a mini water cycle and become familiar with the terms evaporation, 

condensation, and precipitation. 
 
Trees Through the Seasons 

• Visit trees in Longfellow Park four times during the school year and observe their 
seasonal changes. 
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Science (continued) 
 
Bulbs 

• Observe and measure the growth of paper white narcissus bulbs. 
 
Magnets 

• Test various classroom items to discover which materials are magnetic. 
• Use bar magnets to discover the forces of attraction and repulsion. 
• Discover which is stronger, the poles or the middle of the magnet. 
• Make compasses using a magnet, piece of cork, pin and a bucket of water. 
• Build a maglev train out of a piece of Styrofoam and magnets that float over a 

magnetic train track 
 
Snow and Ice 

• Use a Celsius thermometer. 
• Study the effect of salt on the melting point of ice. 
• Apply the above information to make ice cream. 

 
Insects 

• Observe the life cycle of painted lady and monarch butterflies. 
• Learn about the physical characteristics of insects. 

 
Eggs and Chicks 

• Study the development of chicks from fertilized eggs. 
• Observe chicks during the first week and one-half of life. 

 
 
 
World Languages 
 
Spanish 
 
Second Graders explore Spanish twice a week for 45 minutes. The class is divided in 
half groups, which allows for an active participation in class. Second graders continue to 
build upon the program from first grade; students take part in interactive activities and 
lessons in the target language. Spanish is taught through songs, games, activities, 
projects, and basic reading. Students learn songs that become part of the class routine 
as well as other songs to support themes and vocabulary we explore in class. In second 
grade, students are introduced to their interactive notebook, where they keep track of all 
the topics covered in class. At this level, students are expected to answer questions in 
class using full sentences. There are several opportunities for cultural exploration 
throughout the school year.  
 
The skills to be acquired include: 

• Sound recognition and pronunciation 
• Greater command of basic greetings and conversational phrases 
• Expanded vocabulary in connection with classroom content 
• Ability to respond in full sentences in Spanish 
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Spanish (continued) 
 
Topics to be covered include, but are not limited to: 
 

• Greetings and Introductions 
• Music, dance, and games of Spanish speaking countries 
• Calendar /Seasons /Weather 
• Numbers and Colors 
• The Body and Feelings 
• Family /House /Clothing 
• Farm Animals 
• Food / Likes and Dislikes 
• Butterfly Life Cycle 

 
The BB&N World Language Program from Beginners through Third Grade follows what 
is known as a spiral model, where students explore many of the same topics but with 
different challenges at each grade level that build upon the skills learned in the previous 
years. 
  
Visual Art  
 
Some of second grade art projects are based on classroom curriculum, or are integrated 
with science or woodworking. Throughout the year, students develop their skills and 
techniques as they explore the following areas: 
 

• Painting/drawing 
• Fabric projects      
• Collage 
• Print-making 
• Ceramics               
• Paper constructions/papier mâché 

     
 
Music 
 
Music activities for second graders center on the children’s experience of music through 
singing, moving, listening, and playing instruments. The overall objective is for students 
to use a variety of tools to communicate music made by self and others.  
 
Rhythm: 

• Demonstrate quarter note/half note pulse    
• Label half note, half rest  
• Define tempo  
• Experience meter (2/4, 3/4, 4/4, 6/8)  
• Recognize time signature (2, 3, 4) 

 
Melody: 

• Demonstrate contour  
• Demonstrate proper vocal technique  
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Music (continued) 
 

• Develop a repertoire of songs 
• Experience MRD melodies 
• Identify Do and Re scale tones and hand signals  
• Perform MRD/SMRD/SMD/SMLD 

Harmony: 
• Develop proper mallet technique  
• Demonstrate ostinato and simple bordun (broken) 
• Experience major/minor, vocal ostinato and suspended pitch 

Form: 
• Demonstrate phrase  
• Identify Coda and ABC  
• Explore time/space/force in movement  
• Identify bar line/double bar/measure 

Timbre: 
• Identify forte/piano  
• Identify pitched percussion (xylophone/metallophone/glockenspiel)  
• Demonstrate hand drum technique  
• Identify accent      
   
         

Information Science/Library 
 
Students visit the library for information science, book selection, storytelling, and book 
talks.   
 
Topics covered include:  

• Locating fiction and picture books by using the visual online catalog. 
• Locating nonfiction by using a given Dewey call number. 
• Practice locating fiction by author's last name. 
• Checking out books independently. 
• Evaluating a book for ease or difficulty. 
• Using an encyclopedia  (book and on-line). 
• Using a table of contents and index to locate material in a book. 
• Using the catalog (visual). 
• Using the school library website. 
• Using a teacher selected website. 

  
 
Physical Education   
 
In the second grade students begin to concentrate on developing specific sports skills 
used in team and individual sports.  Group participation, individual effort, and doing one's 
best are emphasized throughout the year. 

• Movement exploration:  Learn how the body moves through animal imitations, 
moving to music, imitating sports movements, and moving while changing shape, 
level, direction, force, and time. 
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Physical Education (continued) 
 

• Manipulative skills: Develop eye hand coordination by tossing, throwing, and  
catching a variety of balls (bean bags, yarn balls, playground balls, soft baseballs, 
and wiffle balls).        

• Locomotor skills: There is increased concentration on skipping, galloping, and 
sliding.  Jumping and hopping are also increased as the students use the long 
and short jump ropes and hula hoops to perform specific movement patterns. 
Kicking, passing, shooting and dribbling a soccer ball are covered.  Goal tending 
skills including punting are introduced. 

• Non-Locomotor skills: Continue throughout the gymnastics unit. 
• Rhythmic activities: Square dancing, aerobics, exercise to music, and creative 

movement to various music styles are covered. 
• Gymnastics: Tumbling on the mats includes forward and backward rolls, 

cartwheels, balance stunts, and animal walks.  Work continues on the high and 
low beams, vault, ropes, and cargo net. 

• Group games: Active participation in large group games is encouraged.  Following 
directions, playing by the rules, working towards a specified objective, and 
performing movement skills to achieve the objective are stressed.   

• Team sports: Lead up games: soccer, basketball, kickball (as a lead-up to t-ball), 
t-ball, and wiffle ball are played, newcomb lead up to volleyball, and pilo polo lead 
up to floor hockey.  Skills/concepts taught followed by their use in lead-up games. 

 
  
Woodworking 
 
The goal of woodworking in second grade is to help students develop an appreciation of 
the material and to begin thinking, seeing and working three-dimensionally.  Projects 
often involve coordination with the homeroom. The skills and techniques introduced and 
developed include:  
 

• Using basic hand tools safely and with a sense of self- competence. 
• Developing a creative approach to design by generating many visual images for 

each project.  
• Understanding more deeply that there are many different solutions to any 
      problem. 
• The experience of following a visual image from an idea, to a working drawing, to  
      a piece of wood and to a finished project.  
• Problem solving simple functional design challenges.   
• Using rasps to follow contours and shape three-dimensional forms, skill in 

controlling a coping saw and finishing wood with sandpaper and oil.  
 
Technology 
 
At the BB&N Lower School, it is our intention to integrate technology into the classroom 
in meaningful ways, and our goal is to teach students the skills necessary to be 
successful throughout the school year as well as to prepare them for future years.  Our 
curriculum is informed by the ISTE NETS and 21st century skills.  We give our students  
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Technology (continued) 
 
an introduction to word processing, spreadsheets and graphing, presentation software,  
internet safety and digital citizenship, online research, and programming, while creating  
academic situations that give students the opportunity to be creative and innovative, to 
communicate with others, to collaborate with one another, and to be critical thinkers, 
problem solvers, and decision makers. 
 
Technology is integrated into Second Grade throughout the year. Students use their 
technology to reinforce their Social Studies, Science, and Math skills. Through projects, 
students learn how to navigate an Apple OSX desktop, develop an understanding of 
basic programming concepts, learn basic photography and videography skills, and 
discover when technology can be useful and when it is not needed. Classes visit the LS 
Makerspace throughout the year participating in STEAM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Art, Mathematics) activities and learning the Design Thinking process. 
 
 
      
Responsive Classroom 
 
Responsive Classroom is part of a school wide program to support the development in 
each individual of a core of important habits of mind that build the positive social  
emotional components for positive communication, character development, interpersonal 
relationships and responsibility to the broader school community. In Second Grade we 
focus on the following skills. 
 

• Become a more active participant in morning meeting, supporting others' turn to 
speak and speaking assertively and respectfully in morning meetings.  

• Show caring and concern for peers through words and actions. Develop an 
understanding of how to create class rules and why citizens follow rules that are 
set.  

• Continue to work on choice making skills around academic and social decisions.  
• Be inclusive and flexible through partner or team selections, including gender 

mixed pairings.  
• Practice positive self control. 

   
        
Homework 
 
Children will read at least 15-20 minutes a night, logging their reading. Teachers may 
also provide optional, supplemental resources. 
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