
 

 

Dear Fifth and Sixth Grade Families,  
 
Before you begin your summer vacation, we wanted to let you know about the summer reading 
requirements for students entering fifth and sixth grade. All incoming fifth and sixth graders should 
read Wonder, by R.J. Palacio. We are aware that many students have encountered this book in one 
way or another and we encourage them to reread it so that they are prepared for group discussions 
in the beginning of the year. It is our plan to conduct mixed-grade literature circles in the first few 
weeks of school to create a collaborative academic relationship within the Brick Building. We also 
hope that parents and siblings will read the book as well to engage in conversation at home, as it is a 
wonderful book for all ages.  
 
Wonder will be available at our book fair on Monday, June 2nd. Students are encouraged to take 
notes or mark passages that they may want to bring to discussion. They should be ready to explore 
the plot and characters upon arrival to school in September. Please have them bring the book to 
school with them.  
 
A New York Times Bestseller, Wonder speaks to the culture that BB&N works to provide for our 
student body. As the leaders of the school, fifth and sixth graders are expected to set examples of 
courage and friendship for the younger population that notice our every move. August Pulman, the 
protagonist, helps us to think about what it means to stand out, stand up, and stand tall in a world 
where kindness is not always present.  
 
The more students read over the summer, the more prepared they will be for fifth and sixth grade. 
We encourage them to take a book with them wherever they go! In addition, a great way to keep up 
with writing skills is to journal about summer adventures.  
 
We hope you all have a relaxing and safe summer and we look forward to getting to  
know all of you soon.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Leila Huff               Louisa Pitt               Gabrielle Mbeki           Beth Clark  
Sixth Grade LA     Fifth Grade HR       Fifth Grade HR           5/6 Learning Specialist  
lhuff@bbns.org     lpitt@bbns.org        gmbeki@bbns.org       bclark@bbns.org 
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