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Dear members of the BB&N community,

In the few days since the announcement that 2017-2018 will mark the final year of Rebecca 
Upham’s head of school tenure, following 17 years of terrific leadership, many of you have
been wondering about the planning for her successor. This brief message will be the first of
a series of communications that you will receive from the board in the next year about the 
process of finding the next head who will lead our school. 

Over the past months, the board has been working hard behind the scenes to prepare for this
criticial moment for our school. We have engaged Spencer Stuart, a global search firm with 
a well-regarded education practice, to guide us through the process. Mary Gorman, who is
based in their Boston office, will lead the search, working with Michele Haertel and Ainsley 
Milner. In addition, Jason Hafler ’00 has agreed to chair the search committee, and we will 
announce the other members in the coming weeks.   

Hearing from members throughout our community will be essential to the work of the search 
committee, and we will strive to provide a number of ways for people to share their thoughts 
and suggestions. The consultants from Spencer Stuart will kick off listening sessions with
visits to all three campuses on January 23rd and 24th. Please know that there will be multiple 
opportunities to speak with and share your thoughts with Spencer Stuart and the members
of the search committee as well as directly reaching out to Spencer Stuart with comments,
suggestions, and nominations at BBNHead@spencerstuart.com. In the days ahead, parents
and alumni/ae are encouraged to be on the lookout for specific information about meetings 
that will be scheduled in early February with each of your groups.  

In addition, we have created a page on the school website that will serve as a centralized 
portal for information moving forward: www.bbns.org/head-search.
 
Best wishes and thank you in advance for your time and input in the coming months.

Bracebridge H. Young, Jr., P’14, ’14, ’17
Chair, BB&N Board of Trustees
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